
GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING PRAYER 

INTROIT 

                                “Wait for the Lord”            WAIT FOR THE LORD 

(The Choir will sing the first time. The Congregation will sing the second time.) 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
Wait for the Lord; be strong; take heart! 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

LEADER: Let us pray that waiting for Christmas may show us how to    
be patient when things take time, how to live for Christ day 
by day, and how to wait for promises not yet fulfilled. 

PEOPLE: Risen Christ, Light of the world, 
  shine in our lives and shine among us now. 

  LEADER: In Isaiah, chapter 2, the prophet declares that in days to 
come God will judge between the nations, and arbitrate for 
many peoples. 
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      Please silence your cell phones prior to entering the sanctuary. 
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LEADER: We light this candle because we refuse to let go of Isaiah’s 
hope that swords can be beaten into plowshares, and spears 
into pruning hooks, and that nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  

PEOPLE: Risen Christ, Light of the world,  
		shine in our lives and shine among us now.	

†CALL TO WORSHIP 
LEADER: God has gathered us to hear again the good news of 

God’s love. 
PEOPLE: God empowers each one of us to share the good news 

of grace in Jesus Christ. 
LEADER: God shows us a new vision in the work of the Holy 

Spirit.   
PEOPLE: Each one of us is a minister called to proclaim the good 

news!  
LEADER: Friends, how will we answer this holy call? 
PEOPLE: By following Jesus in preaching good news to the poor, 

proclaiming release to the prisoners and recovery of 
sight to the blind. By joining our Savior in liberating 
the oppressed, and proclaiming the year of the Lord’s 
favor.    

†OPENING MUSIC                                                                                                                  
                               “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”       VENI EMMANUEL 

(verses 1, 2, 6 7) 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here  
until the Son of God appear. 



Refrain: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,  
who orderest all things mightily:  

to us the path of knowledge show;  
and teach us in her ways to go. (Refrain) 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer  
our spirits by thine advent here;  

disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. (Refrain) 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
all peoples in one heart and mind;  
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. (Refrain) 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Let us pray together: 

God, you share with us words of hope, words of Good News. But 
sometimes we are unable to hear them because the source is too 
familiar. You call us to share the Good News with those around us. 
But sometimes we are unable to share, because the people know 
us too well.  
You encourage us to send messengers to other places where they 
will be heard better. But we can be jealous, wanting the Good 
News to be for us, not them.  



In the multitude of ways we can and have weakened your message 
of freedom and healing, in all the ways we have kept the Jubilee 
year from happening, we have left the path of true wisdom and 
call upon your Grace to lead us back on track.  

— A Time of Silent Confession — 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
We live as loved, forgiven and free people through the grace of 
God! 

Hallelujah! Amen. 		

†RESPOND TO GOD’S GRACE                                           #734 
                                        “Gloria Patri”                        GREATOREX  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen.   

†SHARING GOD’S PEACE  
The peace of our Lord Christ be with you all.   
And also with you.  

FANNING THE FLAME  
Following this time for our young disciples at the front of the church, children are invited to 
follow Ms. Brandi to the Campfire Meeting (Children’s Church), and can be picked up 
following the service at the end of the Sunday School hallway.	

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  



READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

First Reading 
Luke 1:46-55 

Second Reading 
Luke 4:14-21            

(Dramatic Reading) 

SERMON 

“Tell the Right Story” 
Rev. Jamie Milton 

†HYMN                                                                                                                
             “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”   REJOICE, REJOICE! 

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  
for angels herald its dawning.   

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,  
behold! the Child of our longing.   
Come as a baby weak and poor,  

to bring all hearts together,  
he opens wide the heavenly door  
and lives now inside us forever. 

To us, to all in sorrow and fear,  
Emmanuel comes a-singing;  

his humble song is quiet and near,  
yet fills the earth with its ringing;  

music to heal the broken soul  
and hymns of loving kindness.   

The thunder of his anthems rolls  
to shatter all hatred and violence. 



In darkest night his coming shall be,  
when all the world is despairing, 

as morning light so quiet and free,  
so warm and gentle and caring.   

Then shall the mute break forth in song,  
the lame shall leap in wonder,  

the weak be raised above the strong,  
and weapons be broken asunder. 

Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night.   
Though dark the winter and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light;  
be strong and loving and fearless.  

Love be our song and love our prayer  
and love our endless story;  

may God fill every day we share 
 and bring us at last into glory.   

†AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

LEADER: When violence reigns, and war seems never-ending, Christ 
is our hope, 
PEOPLE: born among us, crucified and risen. 
LEADER: When despair lies in wait and life loses meaning, Christ is 
our hope, 
PEOPLE: born among us, crucified and risen. 
LEADER: When people claim to know what God alone knows, and 
say the end is near, 
Christ is our hope, 
PEOPLE: born among us, crucified and risen. 
LEADER: When life on earth is extinguished this year, next year, or 
in a hundred million years, Christ is our hope, 
PEOPLE: born among us, crucified and risen. 



LEADER: In sorrow and joy, today and tomorrow, in life and in 
death, Christ is our hope, 
PEOPLE: born among us, crucified and risen. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.     

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
PEOPLE:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever, Amen. 

OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 

~Please record your presence on the “Friendship Pad”~

CHORAL OFFERTORY             

                                                     “Come, Emmanuel”                       PRICE AND BESIG 

Chancel Choir 

†DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



†UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God, you have given us everything. You have held back nothing, 
not even your son. Your love never fails, and your mercy is as wide 
as the sea. It seems we have so little to give back to you! But we 
bring our voices, our selves, our very lives, to proclaim that your 
love takes what seems small and turns it into abundance. Thank 
you, God, for your love in Jesus. Amen.

BEING SENT WITH GOD’S WORD 

†HYMN                                                                                 
                          “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”    

STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 

My soul cries out with a joyful shout  
that the God of my heart is great,  

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things  
that you bring the the ones who wait.  

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight,  
and my weakness you did not spurn,  

so from east to west shall my name be blest.  
Could the world be about to turn? 

Refrain: 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring.  

Let the fires of your justice burn.  
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,  

and the world is about to turn. 



Though I am small, my God, my all,  
you work great things in me,  

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past  
to the end of the age to be.  

Your very name puts the proud to shame,  
and to those who would for you yearn,  

you will show your might, put the strong to flight,  
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 

From the halls of power to fortress tower,  
not stone will be left on stone.  

Let the king beware for your justice tears  
ever tyrant from his throne.  

The hunger poor shall weep no more,  
for the food they can never earn;  

there are tables spread; every mouth be fed,  
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain)  

Though the nations rage from age to age,  
we remember who holds us fast:  

God’s mercy must deliver us  
from the conqueror’s crushing grasp.  

This saving word that our forebears heard  
is the promise which holds us bound,  

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,  
who is turning the world around. (Refrain) 

†CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

†POSTLUDE                                                         WENDY TALLY       
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Practicing Generosity 
There are many ways to share your gifts 
with Westminster.   

Cash and checks are welcome.  Please 
use your offering envelopes or the 
envelopes found in pew backs and place 
your gift in the offering plate when it is 
passed.   
 
Visit our website www.wpcbc.org and 
click on the “Give Now” button at the 
bottom of the page.  This will direct you 
to our Online Giving Portal or simply 
scan the QR Code below.  

Contributions can also be sent through 
the mail to the 
attention of the 
Church Treasurer.   

We’re grateful for 
your gifts, 
however you 
choose to give.  
THANK YOU!

http://www.wpcb.org


The FLOWERS today are given in honor of Alma 
Watton’s 95th birthday!  Happy Birthday Alma!  

LUNCH AND LEARN: Join us Tuesday, 
November 29th at noon for “A Day in Court” 
retired judge, the Honorable,  Charles Binder, 
and retired prosecuting attorney Patrick Duggan 
will share their experiences in the courtroom.  
Bring a sack lunch.  We’ll meet in Fellowship 
Hall. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: When we respond to 
Jesus’ summons to “Follow me” and we 
choose to follow, we are committing to a 
lifelong apprenticeship journey — one in 
which we will continually be formed, 
reformed, and transformed.  Discipleship is 
not a skill, it’s a way of life. Bible Study 
classes will be offered at two different times 
to accommodate various schedules. Join us 
on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the Session Room 
or Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. The 
same study materials will be used at both 
gatherings, and are available for pick-up in 
the church office. See Rev. Linda or Pastor 
Jamie with any questions.  

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD: If you are 
looking for grief support groups, health 
clinics, or volunteer opportunities that take 
place within our community, please check 
out the community bulletin board located in 
Fellowship Hall.  

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK: Westminster 
Presbyterian Church-Bay City.   

NURSERY CARE is available for infants and 
toddlers during the worship service.  Our 
nursery is equipped with a paging system. 
Quality childcare is provided by Elaine Edwards 
who is infant/CPR trained. 

PER CAPITA 2022 is $29.00 for each active 
member.  To date, we are still short $5991.00.  If 
each of our members paid their Per Capita 
Apportionment that would greatly decrease our 
Operating Fund Expenses.  Remember that Per 
Capita goes to fund the greater church including 
our Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly, 
which in turn, provides great support to 
Westminster.     

COOKIES WITH CLERGY: Every Wednesday 
from 11-noon, Pastor Jamie can be found in the 
Fellowship Hall waiting for you! This is your 
time to come and ask questions about a sermon 
or a scripture, a question about church, theology 
or Carolina basketball.  Especially during this 
holiday season, please plan to drop in and share 
your stories, or just have a cup of tea or coffee 
and some cookies!   

GIVING TREE: The Crisis Committee will be 
collecting Christmas gifts for those in need in 
our community.  Please consider taking a tag off 
the Giving Tree, located in the Wenona lobby, to 
help make Christmas a little brighter for our 
neighbors.  If you are unable to do the shopping, 
monetary gifts are always welcome and 
someone from the Crisis Committee will do the 
shopping for you.  Thank you!  
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