
GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

OPENING PRAYER 

PRELUDE                                                           Wendy Tally 

THE LENTEN CANDLES 

†CALL TO WORSHIP  
LEADER: Draw near to God, 
PEOPLE: and God (raise both arms to the sky) 
   will draw near to you. (bring hands toward heart, 

crossing them over your heart) 
LEADER: When we unplug, we connect with God and others. 
PEOPLE: Let us (extend arms forward, palms facing upward) 
   keep company (bend elbows and bring together hands 

in prayer) 
   with Jesus. (sign “Jesus” using right middle finger 

touching the middle of left palm, repeat with left middle 
finger touching the middle of right palm) 

LEADER: Heaven is declaring God’s glory; the sky is proclaiming 
God’s handiwork. 

PEOPLE: One day gushes the news to the next, and one night 
informs another what needs to be known. 

Westminster At Worship 
A Celebration of Worship 

Practice Spiritual Disciplines: Unplug / Sabbath 
Sacrament of Communion 

April 3, 2022                                           10:30 a.m. 

      Please silence your cell phones prior to entering the sanctuary. 
           †Those who are able to stand may do so. 



LEADER: There is no speech; there are no words; their voices 
cannot be heard by us. 

PEOPLE: Yet their sound extends throughout the world; their 
words reach the ends of the earth! 

LEADER: Friends, let us join the sounds of the earth in praising 
God. 

PEOPLE: Let us worship God together. 

†OPENING HYMN                                                                    #655  
                   “Come Away From the Rush and Hurry”      BEACH SPRING 

Come away from rush and hurry to the stillness of God’s 
peace; from our vain ambition’s worry, come to Christ to find 

release. Come away from noise and clamor, life’s demands and 
frenzied pace; come to join the people gathered here to seek 

and find God’s face. 

In the pastures of God’s goodness we lie down to rest our soul. 
From the waters of God’s mercy we drink deeply, are made 

whole. At the table of God’s presence all the saints are richly 
fed. With the oil of God’s anointing into service we are led. 

Come, then, children, with your burdens — life’s confusions, 
fears and pain. Leave them at the cross of Jesus; take instead 

his kingdom’s reign. Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them 
— he alone will satisfy. All our longings find attainment when 

to self we gladly die. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord of all life, sometimes our lives get filled with too much… 

too much busyness in meetings, in classes, in playdates, in 
projects, in schedules, and agendas. More and more we are 
on screens and even our downtime becomes screen time. 
Forgive us for keeping company with TikTok and Instagram 



and Facebook and YouTube, with Snapchat and Twitter, with 
TV reruns or endless sports programs… rather than keeping 
company with you. 

Lord of new life, you knew it was important to take time away 
from the demands placed upon you. Sometimes, we fill the 
boredom or blank spaces with the quick fix of staring into a 
screen. Help us to unplug, to stand in awe under a heaven of 
stars, or gaze upon a life in sunlight, or delight in a child’s 
laughter or feel the warmth of a hand in ours. Help us to 
pause, to be silent, and to be receptive to all you have to give 
us in life, and life renewed. 

— A Time of Silent Confession — 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
In and through Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God, we are forgiven. Amen. 

†SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

 Hebrew Scriptures 
Genesis 2:1-3 

2 The heavens and the earth and all who live in them were completed. 2 On 
the sixth day God completed all the work that he had done, and on the 
seventh day God rested from all the work that he had done. 3 God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all the work of 
creation. 

  



Exodus 20:1-10, selected verses 
Then God spoke all these words: 2 I am the Lord your God who brought you 
out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 You must have no other gods before 

me. 4 Do not make an idol for yourself... 5 Do not bow down to them or 
worship them, because I, the Lord your God, am a passionate God 7 Do not 
use the Lord your God’s name as if it were of no significance; the Lord won’t 
forgive anyone who uses his name that way. 8 Remember the Sabbath day and 
treat it as holy. 9 Six days you may work and do all your tasks, 10 but the 
seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. 

SERMON      
                                     “Keeping Sabbath” 
                         Rev. Linda Williams & Brandi Higgins 

Special music: “Sabbath Prayer” sung by Brandi Higgins  
Music by Jerry Bock from “Fiddler on the Roof” 

Mark 2:23-29 (CEB) 
23 Jesus went through the wheat fields on the Sabbath. As the disciples made 
their way, they were picking the heads of wheat. 24 The Pharisees said to 
Jesus, “Look! Why are they breaking the Sabbath law?” 25 He said to 
them, “Haven’t you ever read what David did when he was in need, when he 
and those with him were hungry? 26 During the time when Abiathar was high 
priest, David went into God’s house and ate the bread of the presence, which 
only the priests were allowed to eat. He also gave bread to those who were 
with him.” 27 Then he said, “The Sabbath was created for humans; humans 
weren’t created for the Sabbath. 28 This is why the Human One is Lord even 
over the Sabbath.” 

Exodus 16:22-26 (CEB) 
22 On the sixth day the people collected twice as much food as usual, two 
omers per person. All the chiefs of the community came and told 
Moses. 23 He said to them, “This is what the Lord has said, ‘Tomorrow is a day 
of rest, a holy Sabbath to the Lord. Bake what you want to bake and boil 
what you want to boil. But you can set aside and keep all the leftovers until 
the next morning.’” 24 So they set the leftovers aside until morning, as Moses 
had commanded. They didn’t stink or become infested with worms. 25 The 
next day Moses said, “Eat it today, because today is a Sabbath to the Lord. 



Today you won’t find it out in the field. 26 Six days you will gather it. But on 
the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will be nothing to gather.” 

Leviticus 23:3 
For six days work may be done, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of 
complete rest, a holy convocation (calling together). You shall not do any 
work [on that day]; it is the Sabbath of the Lord wherever you may be. 

Acts 2:42-47 
42 The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the 
community, to their shared meals, and to their prayers. 43 A sense of awe 
came over everyone. God performed many wonders and signs through the 
apostles. 44 All the believers were united and shared everything. 45 They 
would sell pieces of property and possessions and distribute the proceeds to 
everyone who needed them. 46 Every day, they met together in the temple and 
ate in their homes. They shared food with gladness and simplicity. 47 They 
praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. The Lord added 
daily to the community those who were being saved. 

As you reflect on the meaning and practice of “Keeping Sabbath, 
you may want to consider: 

• What does “rest” look like to you? 
• What kinds of activities feel attentive to your soul? 
• Take your time…each day slow down and do everything at 

half speed for an hour or two. 
• Free yourself from your phone. Everyday set a time when you 

will return phone calls.   
• Or turn the phone off for a set period of time. 
• Say a breakfast prayer. Be glad for the night and glad for the 

morning. 
• Light a candle at sunset. Mark the passage from day to night 

by lighting a candle when it gets dark. Do this once a week or 
any night you choose.   

• Take a 10-minute Sabbath. Every two hours, step back from 
the present and whatever is going on.  Remind yourself of 



eternity — which is here, now, flowing through this moment.  
Give yourself permission to rest. 

• Say thank-you. Every week, think of someone to thank for 
doing a favor, a kindness, a job well done, or for just being 
there. Send a note, an email, or pick up the phone and thank 
them.          
                     (Your Life, Better.  20 Ways to Keep Sabbath, Pilgrim Press) 

†AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                              Nicene Creed      

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, light 
from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 



OFFERING OURSELVES AND OUR GIFTS TO GOD 

OFFERTORY             
                                             “Come, Share the Lord”                       DIVERNON 

Wendy Tally  
†DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

†UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of grace, it is our delight and our devotion to give these 

gifts to you. All we are and all we have are yours alone. 
Accept this joyful offering as a token of our abiding love: use 
it to bring peace, justice, and comfort to all the world. Amen. 

†HYMN                                                                                     #696  
                               “Come, Share the Lord”                      DIVERNON 

We gather here in Jesus’ name, his love is burning in our hearts 
like living flame; for through his loving Son the Father makes 
us one: come, take the bread, come, drink the wine, come, 
share the Lord. No one is a stranger here, everyone belongs; 
finding our forgiveness here, we in turn forgive all wrongs. 

He joins us here, he breaks the bread, the Lord who pours the 
cup is risen from the dead; the one we love the most is now 

our gracious host: come, take the bread, come, drink the 
wine, come, share the Lord. We are now a family of which the 
Lord is head; though unseen he meets us here in the breaking 

of the bread. 

We’ll gather soon where angels sing; we’ll see the glory of our 
Lord and coming King; now we anticipate the feast for which 



we wait: come, take the bread, come, drink the wine, come, 
share the Lord. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
  Leader: The Lord be with you.  
  People: And also with you.  
  Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
  People: We lift them to the Lord. 
  Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  Leader: It is a right, good, and a joyful thing… 
  The Sanctus 

Leader: How can we keep silent? Even dry bones in the 
valley of death stand to sing your praise: 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

       The Words of Institution  
        Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer 

PEOPLE:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever, Amen. 

SHARING IN THE BREAD AND CUP 



UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Thank you, merciful God, for gladness in this bread and cup, for 

love that cannot die, for peace the world cannot give, for joy 
in the company of friends, for the splendors of creation, and 
for the mission of justice you have made our own. 

Give us the gifts of this holy communion — oneness of heart, 
love for neighbors, forgiveness of enemies, the will to serve 
you every day, and life that never ends. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 

BEING SENT WITH GOD’S WORD 
ANTHEM                         
                                    “It Was For You”                      DON WYRTZEN 

  Chancel Choir 

CHARGE & BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE              
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR APRIL 3, 2022

PRAYERS are extended to the family and 
friends of Herbie Bibbee. Herbie passed 
away on Wednesday, March 30, 2022. A 
memorial service will take place at a later 
date. 

FLOWERS today are given by Karen 
Schoeppach in memory of her niece, 
DeLynn Wenz Lynch. 

JOIN US next Sunday during worship for 
a special children’s Easter pageant! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is scheduled 
for Monday, June 13 – Friday, June 17 
from 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. If you are 
interested in registering your child(ren) or 
volunteering, please sign up at https://
vbspro.events/p/events/wpcbc.  

PRAYER WALK WITH PASTOR JAMIE: 
Spend your lunch break with Pastor Jamie 
at noon on Thursday, April 7 for a prayer 
wa lk th rough the ne ighborhood 
surrounding Westminster. We will walk 
together, pausing to pray at different 
places along the way, and lifting our 
neighbors in prayer. Printed prayer sheets 
will be available to help guide our prayer 
time together. If that day and time does 
not work for you, feel free to do this 
when you are able, as we pray for our 
neighbors in the days before Holy Week. 

THE CHANCEL CHOIR will rehearse at 
its regular time next Thursday, April 7 at 
6:30 p.m. During Holy Week, however, 
the choir will rehearse on Wednesday 
(April 13) at 6:30 p.m. 

KISSING A COW: Join us as Pastor Jamie, 
Pastor Linda, and Brandi kiss a cow 
following worship on Sunday, April 24. 
Westminster celebrated Children’s 
Sabbath this past October, and with the 
help of our generous congregation and 
an anonymous giver, the children and 
youth ministry have received a total of 
$5,000 to purchase a community farm 
bundle through Presbyterian Gifts. This 
gift includes enough livestock, tools, and 
training to support a larger farm that can 
serve an entire community. This bundle 
reflects families of chickens, multiple 
goats, piglets and cows, a pair of oxen 
with a plow, and a collection of 
e q u i p m e n t — e n o u g h t o h e l p 
communities raise both healthy food and 
their standard of living. Making this 
financial challenge more interesting, 
those donating were able to choose 
which silo — Pastor Jamie’s, Pastor 
Linda’s, or Brandi’s — to place their 
donation; the winner with the most 
donations having the good fortune to kiss 
a cow. In the end, the donations were 
tied between the three. Join us on 
Sunday, April 24! 

EMAIL CHURCH COMMUNICATIONS: 
April’s Westminster Log has been emailed 
to those who requested to receive church 
communications via email. If you 
requested to receive the Log via email 
and did not receive it, remember to check 
your “Junk” or “Spam” email folder. Any 
questions or problems, please call the 
church office at 989-686-1360.  

https://vbspro.events/p/events/wpcbc
https://vbspro.events/p/events/wpcbc


EASTER BREAKFAST: The Fellowship & 
Outreach Committee will host Easter 
breakfast on Sunday, April 17 at 9:00 
a.m. in Fel lowship Hal l . Tickets 
purchased in advance are $3 per 
individual, $5 per couple, and $7 per 
household. Tickets can be purchased at 
the Wenona Street lobby on Sundays 
before and after the worship service, and 
at the church office during the week. The 
last date to purchase tickets in advance is 
Sunday, April 3. Tickets can be purchased 
at the door on Easter Sunday, but the 
price will increase to $5 per individual, 
$7 per couple, and $10 per household. 

WEEKLY SERVICE OF MORNING 
PRAYER: This Lent we will practice 
“spiritual disciplines” that strengthen our 
walk with Jesus and with one another. To 
help cultivate our spiritual discipline of 
prayer, Pastor Jamie will hold a weekly 
service of morning prayer online during 
Lent. The next service will take place on 
Wednesday, April 6 at 9:00 a.m. The 
service will be streamed on the church’s 
Facebook and YouTube pages. This brief 
(8-12 minute) service will help us start 
our Wednesdays together in prayer for 
one another, for our communities, and for 
the world. Online participants will be 
able to share their prayer concerns 
utilizing the comment box on Facebook. 

RUMMAGE SALE: The Presbyterian 
Women of Westminster will organize a 
rummage sale for the first week of May! It 
will open Wednesday, May 4 from 6:00 
p.m. – 8:00 p.m. for members only. It will 
be open to the public on Thursday, May 5 

from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and Friday, 
May 6 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. You 
may drop off items for the rummage sale 
beginning Sunday, May 1 after the 
worship service through Tuesday, May 3. 

LYDIA CIRCLE will meet in-person on the 
third Thursday of the month at 1:00 p.m. 
in the Session room. The next meeting is 
April 21. We are using the Horizons Bible 
Study, What My Grandmothers Taught 
Me: Learning from the Women in 
Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus. 

DEBORAH CIRCLE: Ladies, you are 
invited! The Deborah Circle will meet via 
Zoom on Tuesday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m. 
C o n t a c t K a r e n S c h o e p p a c h a t 
989-684-1322 or kaysue@chartermi.net 
for Zoom information. 

THE WIRED WORD, “Where current 
events and faith intersect,” takes place on 
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. News 
is inevitable — whether good or bad, but 
what better way to extract hope from this 
input than to juxtapose scriptures as tools 
to persevere and navigate our daily walk 
in Christian faith. Our weekly Wired 
Word gatherings allow us to reflect on 
the week’s happenings with others who 
may not share our same thoughts and 
opinions, but are equally dedicated to 
thinking about and talking about how 
current events intersect with our faith 
questions and convictions. Any questions, 
or to receive study material and Zoom 
information, contact Rev. Linda at 
686-1360 or parishassoc@wpcbc.org. 

mailto:parishassoc@wpcbc.org


ADULT BIBLE STUDY: When we respond 
to Jesus’ summons to “Follow me” and 
we choose to follow, we are committing 
to a lifelong apprenticeship journey — 
one in which we will continually be 
formed, reformed, and transformed.  
Discipleship is not a skill; it’s a way of 
life. Bible Study classes are offered at two 
different times to accommodate various 
schedules. Join us on Sundays at 9:00 
a.m. in the small conference room or 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. The 
same study materials will be used at both 
gatherings, and are available for pick-up 
in the church office. See Rev. Linda or 
Pastor Jamie with any questions. 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD: If 
you are looking for grief support groups, 
health clinics, or volunteer opportunities 
that take place within our community, 
please check out the community bulletin 
board located in Fellowship Hall. 

NURSERY CARE is available for infants 
and toddlers during the worship service. 
Our nursery is equipped with a paging 
system, and quality childcare is provided 
by Elaine Edwards who is infant and 
child CPR trained.  

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK: Westminster 
Presbyterian Church - Bay City 

PER CAPITA: Per capita for 2022 is 
$29.00. 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

103 E. Midland Street 
Bay City, MI 48706 

989-686-1360 
email: office@wpcbc.org 

website: wpcbc.org

Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 

8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

mailto:office@wpcbc.org
http://wpcbc.org





