
 

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WESTMINSTER AT WORK                                            Dawn Auger 

OPENING PRAYER 

PRELUDE              Wendy Tally 

†CALL TO WORSHIP 
LEADER: Let us come before God with who we are: tired or 

energetic, joyful or sad, hungry or satisfied, seeking or 
knowing, or somewhere in the in-betweens of all that 
we feel at this moment. No matter what, let us 
acknowledge and exclaim: 

PEOPLE: This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be 
glad in it. 

OPENING MUSIC                                                                             
                                        “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                 KINYON 

Junior Bells                            

CALL TO CONFESSION 

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
We seek your goodness, O God, for we search our hearts and 

find them wanting. We seek your joy, source of delight and 
laughter, for our limbs are weary and our hearts are heavy. 

Westminster At Worship 
A Celebration of Worship 
Practice Joy in All Times 

May 15, 2022                                                                                     10:30 a.m. 

         Please silence your cell phones prior to entering the sanctuary. 
           †Those who are able to stand may do so. 



Set our minds on things that are excellent, admirable, and 
worthy of praise. Shine the light of your love far and wide, 
that the world might strive after things that are just, 
righteous, and true. Amen. 

— A Time of Silent Confession — 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

Hear the good news of the gospel: In Jesus Christ we are 
forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. 

†SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
May the peace of Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

FANNING THE FLAME                                             Brandi Higgins 

†HYMN                                                                             #59 

                                         “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”             HYMN TO JOY                               

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; hearts 
unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. Melt 

the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away; 
giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect 
thy rays, stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken 
praise. Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, 

flashing sea, chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to 
rejoice in thee. 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, well-
spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! Thou our 

Father, Christ our Brother — all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 



Mortals, join the happy chorus which the morning stars began; 
love divine is reigning o’er us, joining all within its span. Ever 
singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife; joyful 

music leads us sunward in the triumph song of life. 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

Gospel Lesson 
John 16:1-4a, 12-16, 20-24                          

16 “I have said these things to you to keep you from falling 
away. 2 They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is 
coming when those who kill you will think that by doing so they 
are offering worship to God. 3 And they will do this because they 
have not known the Father or me. 4 But I have said these things to 
you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I told 
you about them. 

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 
now. 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
the truth, for he will not speak on his own but will speak whatever 
he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to 
come. 14 He will glorify me because he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I 
said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 16 “A little 
while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and 
you will see me.” 

20 Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world 
will rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn into 
joy. 21 When a woman is in labor, she has pain because her hour 
has come. But when her child is born, she no longer remembers the 
anguish because of the joy of having brought a human being into 



the world. 22 So you have pain now, but I will see you again, and 
your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from 
you. 23 On that day you will ask nothing of me. Very truly, I tell 
you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, he will give it to 
you. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. 
Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be complete. 

  Epistle Lesson 
  Philippians 4:4-9                          

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, 
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9 As for the things that 
you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do 
them, and the God of peace will be with you. 

SERMON     
                                    “Practice Joy in All Times” 
                                          Rev. Jamie Milton 

†AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                            Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 



of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 
of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
PEOPLE: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever, Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                                                     
                                                         “Here I Am, Lord”              ARR. CRAIG COURTNEY 

   Chancel Choir 

†DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

†UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of compassion and generous love, we give you thanks for 

the riches of Earth, which sustain our lives and which you 
have created for our joy. We thank you for Jesus, whose life, 
death, resurrection, and ascension renews our strength and 
revives our hope. 



We give you thanks for the Holy Spirit, who comes among us, 
invites us to dine with each other and with you, and keeps us 
in faith. Bless these gifts for the sake of those in need and the 
work of your church. In peace, we pray our thanksgiving. 
Amen. 

BEING SENT WITH GOD’S WORD 
†HYMN                                                                           #179 

                                                       “Joy to the World!”                           ANTIOCH                               

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and 
nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; let all their songs employ; 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the 
sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the 

sounding joy. 

No more let sin and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the 
ground; he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is 

found, far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is 
found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the 
nations prove the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of 

his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his 
love. 

†CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                                                         
                                             



Liturgical texts used with permission from: 
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Prayer List
May 15, 2022 

“I raise my eyes toward the mountains. Where will my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of  heaven and earth.” 

Psalm 121:1 

Mission Co-Workers 
Nikelle Johnson - Union Presbyterian Seminary 
Lucy Dergarabedian - Lebanon 
Cathy Chang & Juan Lopez - Philippines 

Austin, serving in the U.S. military 
Derek, serving in the U.S. military 

People of  Ukraine 

Ross 
Dianne 

Mary Lou 
Sandy 
Randy 

Sue 

Mary 
Dale  
Joyce 
Tom 
Bev 

Jim & Family 



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR MAY 15, 2022

FLOWERS today are given by Richard 
and JeAnne Hebner in celebration of their 
67th wedding anniversary. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is scheduled 
for Monday, June 13 – Friday, June 17 
from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. If you are 
interested in registering your child(ren) or 
volunteering, please sign up at https://
vbspro.events/p/events/wpcbc.  

A TRAINING SESSION will take place for 
all VBS volunteers on Sunday, May 22 
following the worship service. Lunch will 
be provided. If you are unable to attend, 
please see Brandi ASAP. 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES: Have you been 
participating in the life and worship of 
Westminster and want to know more 
about what it means to become a 
member of the church? You are invited to 
attend our new member inquiry classes! 
We will hold two one and a half hour 
classes following worship TODAY and 
May 22. Participants will learn about our 
PC(USA) denomination and what it 
means to be an active member of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. There 
is no obligation to join the church after 
taking the classes, but the classes are 
required for those seeking to become 
members. Please let Pastor Jamie or the 
church office know if you are interested 
in attending or know of someone who 
might be. 

RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE: Thank you to 
all the volunteers who helped make the 
Spring Rummage & Bake Sale possible! 
Another big thank you to those who 
donated goods to sell. The rummage sale 
raised $1,492.81. The bake sale raised 
$403.57. All proceeds support the 
Presbyterian Women’s Association. 

WEDNESDAY SERVICE OF MORNING 
PRAYERS: At 9:00 a.m. on Wednesdays 
(through Pentecost), take a virtual prayer 
break with Pastor Jamie. The services will 
be streamed on the church’s Facebook 
and YouTube pages. These brief (8-12 
minute) services will help us start our 
Wednesdays together in prayer for one 
another, for our communities, and for the 
world. Online participants will be able to 
share their prayer concerns utilizing the 
comment box on Facebook. 

THANK YOU, Westminster Family, for all 
the baby items brought in for the 
Mother’s Day Baby Shower. Diapers, 
wipes, outfits in several sizes, and all the 
beautiful knitted and crocheted items 
have been distributed to the Diaper 
Alliance, the Good Samaritan Rescue 
Mission, the Salvation Army, and the 
Women’s Center. How wonderful to 
know that babies and mothers in need 
will receive these items and feel God’s 
love through our efforts. Thank you, 
again, on behalf of Presbyterian Women 
here at Westminster Presbyterian Church. 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/wpcbc
https://vbspro.events/p/events/wpcbc


A PENTECOST CELEBRATION will take 
place on Sunday, June 5 following the 
worship service. Enjoy food, fellowship, 
music, puppets, crafts, and games! 

2022 GRADUATES: If you know someone 
who is graduating from high school, 
college, or university, please call the 
church office and let us know! We will 
honor graduates on June 5 during the 
worship service. 

THE WIRED WORD, “Where current 
events and faith intersect,” takes place on 
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom. Our 
weekly Wired Word gatherings allow us to 
reflect on the week’s happenings with 
others who may not share our same 
thoughts and opinions, but are equally 
dedicated to thinking about and talking 
about how current events intersect with 
our faith questions and convictions. Any 
questions, or to receive study material and 
Zoom information, contact Rev. Linda at 
686-1360 or parishassoc@wpcbc.org. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY: When we respond 
to Jesus’ summons to “Follow me” and we 
choose to follow, we are committing to a 
lifelong apprenticeship journey — one in 
which we will continually be formed, 
reformed, and transformed.  Discipleship is 
not a skill; it’s a way of life. Bible Study 
classes are offered at two different times to 
accommodate various schedules. Join us 
on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the small 
conference room or Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom. The same study materials 

will be used at both gatherings, and are 
available for pick-up in the church office. 
See Rev. Linda or Pastor Jamie with any 
questions. 

LYDIA CIRCLE will meet in-person on the 
third Thursday of the month at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Session room. The next meeting is May 
19. We are using the Horizons Bible Study, 
What My Grandmothers Taught Me: 
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s 
Genealogy of Jesus. 

DEBORAH CIRCLE: Ladies, you are 
invited! The Deborah Circle will meet via 
Zoom on Tuesday, May 24 at 7:00 p.m. 
C o n t a c t K a r e n S c h o e p p a c h a t 
989-684-1322 or kaysue@chartermi.net for 
Zoom information. 

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK: Westminster 
Presbyterian Church - Bay City 

PER CAPITA: Per capita for 2022 is $29.00. 

NURSERY CARE is available for infants and 
toddlers during the worship service. Our 
nursery is equipped with a paging system, 
and quality childcare is provided by Elaine 
Edwards who is infant and child CPR 
trained.  

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD: If you 
are looking for grief support groups, health 
clinics, or volunteer opportunities that take 
place within our community, please check 
out the community bulletin board located 
in Fellowship Hall. 

mailto:parishassoc@wpcbc.org


This Week at Westminster 

Today, Sunday, May 15, 2022  
 9:00 a.m.      First Light (Sunday School) 
 9:00 a.m.    Adult Bible Study (small conference room) 
 9:15 a.m.     Junior Bell Rehearsal 
 9:30 a.m.     Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Service  
11:30 a.m.    Fellowship Time 
11:45 a.m.    New Member Class 
 5:00 p.m.     Ignite (Youth Group) 
   

Monday, May 16 
5:30 p.m.    Titus Theatre 

Tuesday, May 17 
9:00 a.m.     Bay ISD  

 10:00 a.m.    Hearts & Hands Knitting 
 10:00 a.m.    The Wired Word via Zoom 
   5:30 p.m.    Titus Theatre 

6:00 p.m.    Boy Scout Troop 150 
7:00 p.m.    Session Meeting 

Wednesday, May 18 
9:00 a.m.    Virtual Service of Morning Prayers 
1:00 p.m.    Stephen Ministry 
5:30 p.m.    Titus Theatre 
7:00 p.m.    Adult Bible Study via Zoom 

Thursday, May 19 
8:30 a.m.    TOPS 
9:00 a.m.     Bay ISD 
1:00 p.m.    Lydia Circle 
5:00 p.m.    Food of Faith (at Messiah Lutheran) 
5:00 p.m.    Combustion Council 
5:30 p.m.    Titus Theatre 
6:30 p.m.    Chancel Choir Practice 

Saturday, May 21 
8:30 a.m.    Titus Theatre 

Next Sunday, May 22 
 9:00 a.m.     First Light (Sunday School) 
 9:00 a.m.     Adult Bible Study (small conference room) 
 9:30 a.m.     Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m.    Worship Service  
11:30 a.m.    Fellowship Time 
 5:00 p.m.     Ignite (Youth Group) 

Online Giving 

Want to support the work God is 
doing through our church, but 
don’t have cash or a check on 
hand? Visit our webpage 
www.wpcbc.org and click on the 
“Give Online” button or scan this 
QR code to get to our online 
giving portal. You can make a one-
time gift to the church or set up a 
recurring gift. Thank you! 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

103 E. Midland Street 
Bay City, MI 48706 

989-686-1360 
email: office@wpcbc.org 

website: wpcbc.org 

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

mailto:office@wpcbc.org
http://wpcbc.org
http://www.wpcbc.org



