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The Tenebrae, meaning “darkness” or “shadows,” dates from 

medieval times. Tenebrae was originally a series of sung services in 
monastic communities constituting morning and evening prayer, 

held daily Wednesday through Saturday of Holy Week. In our 
observance, scripture, song, and silence lead us in a prolonged 
meditation on the events of salvation following the Last Supper 

through the entombment of Christ. 

With each progressive step of the Passion, the candles are 
extinguished until only the one Christ candle remains. 

When it, too, is removed from sight at the end of the service, 
we ponder the apparent victory of the forces of evil 

at the moment of Christ’s death. We leave in darkness, 
awaiting the return of the light on Easter. 

LIGHTING OF THE TENEBRAE CANDLES  

OPENING SCRIPTURE                                             Isaiah 53:2-5 

RESPONSIVE PSALM                                                         Psalm 70 
Leader: Hurry, God, to deliver me; hurry, Lord, to help me! 
People: Let those who seek my life be ashamed and humiliated! 

Let them fall back and be disgraced — those people who 
delight in my downfall! 

Leader: Let those who say, “Aha! Aha!” stop because of their 
shameful behavior. 
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People: But let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you, and 
let those who love your saving help say again and 
again: “God is great!” 

Leader: But me? I’m poor and needy. Hurry to me, God! You are 
my helper and my deliverer. Oh, Lord, don’t delay! 

†HYMN                                         #257 
                              “What Wondrous Love Is This”        WONDROUS LOVE 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, what wondrous 
love is this, O my soul! What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord 
of bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, to bear the 

dreadful curse for my soul! 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, when I was 
sinking down, sinking down; when I was sinking down beneath God’s 
righteous frown, Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul! 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing, to God and to the Lamb I 
will sing! To God and to the Lamb, who is the great “I AM,” while 

millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, while millions join the 
theme, I will sing! 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, and when from 
death I’m free, I’ll sing on! And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing and 

joyful be, and through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, and through 
eternity I’ll sing on! 

1. THE SHADOW OF DISAPPOINTMENT 
James is remorseful for arguing about who would be the 
greatest, for falling asleep while Jesus prayed, 
and for abandoning him at the arrest. 

HYMN                                       
                               “Go to Dark Gethsemane”                      REDHEAD 

Chancel Choir 



2. THE SHADOW OF BETRAYAL 
Judas has begun to realize what he has done. He is nervous 
and jittery, jangling a cloth sack of coins. He protests his 
innocence, but guilt is overtaking him. 

MUSIC                                               #284 
                         “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”      PASSION CHORALE  

O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 
now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown: O sacred 
head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine; yet, though despised 

and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 

What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain; mine, mine 
was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. Lo, here I fall, my 

Savior! ’Tis I deserve thy place; look on me with thy favor, and grant to 
me thy grace. 

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend, for this thy 
dying sorrow, thy pity without end? O make me thine forever; and 

should I fainting be, Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee. 

3. THE SHADOW OF DENIAL 
An unnamed servant girl boasts vindictively to Matthew 
about what happened to Jesus at the house of Caiaphas. 

HYMN                                       
                                        “Ah, Holy Jesus”                   HERZLIEBSTER JESU 

Chancel Choir 

4. THE SHADOW OF INJUSTICE 
Barabbas is in dumbfounded shock about the fate that he 
has escaped. 

5. THE SHADOW OF MOCKERY 
Martha, sister of Lazarus, describes how the soldiers 
mocked and beat Jesus. Her words remind Matthew 
of prophecies from Isaiah. 



MUSIC                                         #255 
                              “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”            ST. CHRISTOPHER  

VS. 1-2 

Beneath the cross of Jesus I gladly take my stand — the shadow of a 
mighty Rock within a weary land, a home within the wilderness, a rest 

upon the way, from the burning of the noontide heat, and the burden of 
the day. 

Upon that cross of Jesus my eye at times can see the very dying form of 
One who suffered there for me; and from my smitten heart with tears 

two wonders I confess — the wonders of redeeming love and my 
unworthiness. 

6. THE SHADOW OF SUFFERING 
Simon of Cyrene describes the walk of Jesus and carrying 
the cross. 

7. THE SHADOW OF ANOINTING 
Mary, sister of Lazarus, recalls anointing Jesus in her home, 
and then seeing him on the cross. 

MUSIC                                       
                                 “A Green Hill Far Away”                     PRICE/BESIG 

Chancel Choir 

8. THE SHADOW OF ATONEMENT 
John is fearful of what may happen next as he 
tells Matthew of some of Jesus’ words from the cross. 

9. THE SHADOW OF FORSAKENNESS 
Salome, the mother of James and John, 
recalls asking Jesus to give her sons a place of honor 
in the coming kingdom and tells of Jesus’ last words. 



HYMN                                         #261 
                      “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”            HAMBURG 

VS. 1-3 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ, my God; 
all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood. 

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled 
down. Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a 

crown? 

10. THE SHADOW OF CRUCIFIXION 
Peter tells of Jesus’ final words and his death. He is angry 
and afraid. 

HYMN                                       
                              “Go to Dark Gethsemane”                       REDHEAD 

Chancel Choir 

11. THE SHADOW OF DEATH 
The centurion describes the death of Jesus. Matthew is 
reminded again of prophecies that are being fulfilled. 

12. THE SHADOW OF BURIAL 
Joseph of Arimathea regrets his silence while the injustice 
took place. He and Matthew together recall prophecies 
from Isaiah. 

DUET                                       
“Were You There”                     

Dawn Auger & Brandi Higgins 



13. THE SHADOW OF DESPAIR 
Matthew has now heard all that has happened, and loses 
hope. Even so, his final words to the listeners call to mind 
the beginning of the resurrection story: “In the early 
morning on the first day of the week…” 

You are welcome to remain in the sanctuary as long as you like. 
When you are ready to leave, please exit in silence. 

Worship continues with the Easter Vigil 
tomorrow at 5:00 p.m. on the north lawn. 

Adapted from a “Matthew Walks Through the Shadows” by Rev. Bob Rienstra 

  



Holy Week Schedule 

Saturday, April 16 
4:30 p.m.     Easter Story Walk 
5:00 p.m.     Easter Vigil (will take place inside the 

sanctuary) 

Sunday, April 17 
8:00 a.m.      Easter Sunday Worship Service 
9:00 a.m.      Easter Breakfast 
10:30 a.m.      Easter Sunday Worship Service 

The Fellowship and Outreach Committee will host 
Easter Breakfast on Sunday, April 17 at 9:00 a.m. 

Tickets are available at the door for $5 per individual, 
$7 per couple, and $10 per household.

Westminster Presbyterian 
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989-686-1360 
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website: wpcbc.org 

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 
8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Online Giving 

Want to support the work God is 
doing through our church, but 
don’t have cash or a check on 
hand? Visit our webpage 
www.wpcbc.org and click on the 
“Give Online” button or scan this 
QR code to get to our online 
giving portal. You can make a one-
time gift to the church or set up a 
recurring gift. Thank you! 
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