Week Four: Purpose
“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven”

When we pray “thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as itis in heaven,” we are naming our purpose in life: to bring
God’s will of love and wellbeing for all people into fruition here
on this earth.

When - Decide what you can do this week to help the world
be better for someone. It could be helping a neighbor, buying
something for the Community Pantry, making a phone call or
sending a card to someone who comes to mind, etc. Pray this
prayer as you prepare to do this.

Where - Anywhere! It might be in the car on the way to do
your helping, purposeful, action.

What - To remember the Lord’s Prayer, we will pray this part
of Jesus’ prayer, “thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven.”

Why - Prayer can be something we DO in the world, not just
something we SAY. When we pray for everyone to know
God’s love and we do something to demonstrate God’s love,
we are praying with our words and our actions. And that’s a
double-prayer with double-blessings!

As you move along the beads, feel your purpose confirmed as
a disciple of Jesus, who taught us to pray with our words and
our actions.

Here are two options for using the seven “week” beads (the
medium beads between the Cruciform/Large beads). Pause
with each bead and pray. Move along your prayer beads once
or multiple times.

Use these prompts to settle your thoughts and center yourself
in God’s presence as you enter and exit your time of prayer.

Cross (or pendant): God, your mercy extends over all the
earth,

Invitatory bead (first Large): you call your servants to go forth
and build your kingdom.

Resurrection bead (first Medium): Your will be done,
Cruciform bead (next Large): on earth as it is in heaven.

Option 1
Bead 1: For those who are alone.

Bead 2: For those who need food and clothing.

Bead 3: For those who need shelter.

Bead 4: For this struggling planet.

Bead 5: For those who are afraid because they are deemed
“‘less than.”

Bead 6: For those who are in harm’s way.

Bead 7: For those who are excluded.

End Bead: Let heaven on earth be my purpose today.

Option 2
Pray a different image of God’s kingdom that comes to mind

as you think about Jesus’ parables and teachings (The
kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, a wedding banquet,
yeast, etc.).

Once you are ready to end your time of prayer, you may use
these prompts to “exit” your strand of beads:

Resurrection bead (Medium): Thy kingdom come
Invitatory bead (first Large): thy will be done
Cross (or pendant): on earth as it is in heaven. Amen!

These prayers have been created by Dr. Marcia McFee,
www.worshipdesignstudio.com, for the series on prayer, “All My Days.”




