
GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

WESTMINSTER AT WORK  

PRAYER 

PRELUDE                                                      Rachel Webb 

†CALL TO WORSHIP   
LEADER: In a time when peace feels impossible, we come to 

hear God’s promise of peace.  In lives that are filled with 
conflict and fear, 

PEOPLE:  we come to experience the peace which passes 
understanding.   

LEADER:  In communities where violence and hate seem to 
reign,  

PEOPLE:  we come to make peace. 

Westminster At Worship 
A Celebration of Worship 

Know Peace 

September 11, 2022                                                                        10:30 a.m.                                
       
Please silence your cell phones prior to entering the sanctuary. 
 †Those who are able to stand may do so. 



†OPENING HYMN        “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                 #72                           
          FAITHFULNESS   

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of 
turning with thee; thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not; 

as thou has been thou forever wilt be.   

Refrain:   
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by 
morning new mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath 

provided great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

  Summer and winter, and spring time and harvest, sun, moon and 
stars in their courses above join with all nature in manifold witness 

to thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
(Refrain)  

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thy own dear presence to 
cheer and to guide; strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  

(Refrain) 

CALL TO CONFESSION   
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

LEADER: Loving God, as one we confess our failings: 
We aim to seek justice,  
PEOPLE:  but then when it proves too hard, too exhausting, we 

rush to cheap grace. 
LEADER:  We aim to embrace kindness,  
 PEOPLE:  but then snap at loved ones, shut out the stranger, 

remain ignorant of our neighbor’s needs.  
LEADER:  We aim to walk humbly with our God,  
PEOPLE:  but willfully ignore how our path diverges from Yours. 



 We cry “peace!” when we mean “compliance!” 
 We cry “peace!” when we mean “complacency!” 
 We cry “peace!” when there is no peace.  

— A Time of Silent Confession — 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
This is the good news:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.      

    Thanks be to God! Amen. 

RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE                                           #734 
                                        “Gloria Patri”                        GREATOREX  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen.   

†SHARING GOD’S PEACE  
 The peace of Christ be with you.  

       And also with you.  

FANNING THE FLAME   

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  
READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES 

Hebrew Lesson  
Isaiah 11:1-9 

A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; a branch will sprout 
from his roots. 2 The LORD’s spirit will rest upon him, a spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, a spirit of planning and strength, a 



spirit of knowledge and fear of the LORD.  3 He will delight in 
fearing the LORD.  He won’t judge by appearances, nor decide by 
hearsay.  4 He will judge the needy with righteousness, and decide 
with equity for those who suffer in the land.  He will strike the 
violent with the rod of his mouth; by the breath of his lips he will 
kill the wicked. 5  Righteousness will be the belt around his hips, 
and faithfulness the belt around his waist. 6 The wolf will live with 
the lamb, and the leopard will lie down with the young goat; and 
the calf and the young lion will feed together, and a little child will 
lead them.  7  The cow and the bear will graze.  Their young will lie 
down together, and a lion will eat straw like an ox.  8 A nursing 
child will play over the snake’s hole; toddlers will reach right over 
the serpents den. 9 They won’t harm or destroy anywhere on my 
holy mountain.  The earth will surely be filled with the knowledge 
of the LORD, just as the water covers the sea  

UNISON GOSPEL LESSON           

Matthew 5:9 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God.” 

GOSPEL LESSON  
Mark 4:35-41 

35  Later that day, when evening came, Jesus said to them, “Let’s 
cross over to the other side of the lake.” 36.  They left the crowd 
and took him in the boat just as he was.  Other boats followed 
along.  37 Gale-force winds arose, and waves crashed against the 
boat so that the boat was swamped.  38 But Jesus was in the rear of 
the boat, sleeping on a pillow.  They woke him up and said, 
“Teacher, don’t you care that we’re drowning?”  39  He got up and 
gave orders to the wind, and he said to the lake, “Silence! Be still!” 



The wind settled down and there was a great calm.  40 Jesus asked 
them, “Why are you frightened? Don’t you have faith yet?” 41 
Overcome with awe, they said to each other, “Who then is this? 
Even the wind and the sea obey him!” 

SERMON                           “Know Peace” 

                                       Rev. Jamie Milton 

†AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
Adapted from the Confession of 1967 

We are created by God to be in a relationship with God that we 
may respond to the love of the Creator.  God gave us a life which 
runs through generations and in a wide complex of social 
relations.  God gave humanity the ability to make the world serve 
its needs and to enjoy its good things.  Life is a gift to be received 
with gratitude and a task to be pursued with courage.  We are free 
to seek our life within the purpose of God; to develop and protect 
the resources of nature for the common well-being, to work for 
justice and peace in society, and in other ways to use our creative 
powers for the fulfillment of human life.  

The Holy Spirit creates and renews the church as the community 
in which we are reconciled to God and to one another.  God 
enables us to receive forgiveness as we forgive one another and to 
enjoy the peace of God as we make peace among ourselves.  In 
spite of our sin, God gives us power to become representatives of 
Jesus Christ and his gospel of reconciliation to all humanity.   



We, the members of the church, are ambassadors of peace and 
seek the good of all humanity in cooperation with powers and 
authorities in politics, culture, and economics, fighting against 
injustices when these same powers endanger human well-being.  
Our strength is in our confidence that God’s purpose rather than 
our own will finally prevail.   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

PEOPLE: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever, Amen 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  

CHORAL OFFERING 

                              “Creation Will Be at Peace”   MUSIC BY: ANNA LAURA PAGE 
  WORDS BY: J. PAUL WILLIAMS 

                                
†DOXOLOGY 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



†UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
We return to you, O God, the gifts you have given, that this 

money, and our lives, might bear witness to the good news 
of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen. 

AFFIRMATION OF DISCIPLESHIP 

HYMN               “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”  
                                               see insert                              GREEN TYLER 

BEING SENT WITH GOD’S WORD 
†CHARGE & BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                                                                      Rachel Webb 

Liturgical	texts	used	with	permission	from:			
BCW:	Book	of	Common	Worship	(Westminster	John	Knox	Press,	2018)	
Confession	and	Pardon	by	Avery	Smith,	www.binarybreakingliturgy.com	
FeasLng	on	the	Word	Worship	Companion:	Liturgies	for	Year	B,	Volume	2	©2015	FeasLng	on	the	Word	Worship	
Companion:		Liturgies	for	Year	B,	Volume	2	2015			
Westminster	John	Knox	Press.			

http://www.binarybreakingliturgy.com


Prayer List
September 11, 2022 

“I raise my eyes toward the mountains. Where will my help come from? 
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of  heaven and earth.” 

Psalm 121:1 

Ross    Dom 
Sandy                   Randy 
Sheila  Herb 
Bonnie   Jim and Family 
Tom    Barb 
Ed  

Mission Co-Workers 
Nikelle Johnson - Union 
Presbyterian Seminary 
Lucy Dergarabedian - Lebanon 
Cathy Chang & Juan Lopez - 
Philippines 

Austin, serving in the U.S. military 

People suffering through 
war and violence 
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This Week at Westminster 

Today, Sunday, September 11, 2022  
   8:45 a.m.   Bell Choir Rehearsal  
   9:00 a.m.   First Light (Sunday School) 
   9:00 a.m.   Adult Bible Study 

9:30 a.m.    Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m.   Worship Service  
11:30 a.m.   Ice Cream Social 
  4:00 p.m.  Neighborhood Block Party 

Monday, September 12 
   6:00 p.m.   Finance Meeting 
   7:00 p.m.   Deacon Meeting 
   7:00 p.m.   Stewardship Meeting 

   
Tuesday, September 13 

 10:00 a.m.   Hearts & Hands Knitting 
 10:00 a.m.   The Wired Word 
  1:00 p.m.    The Lions Club 
  6:00 p.m.    Boy Scouts 
  6:30 p.m.    Committee Meetings 

Wednesday, September 14 
 11:00 a.m.  Coffee with Clergy 
   6:30 p.m.  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, September 15 
8:30 a.m.    TOPS 
1:00 p.m    PW Bible Study 
4:00 p.m    Combustion Council (Youth Grp.) 
5:00 p.m.    Food of Faith at Messiah Lutheran 
7:00 p.m.    Adult Bible Study via Zoom 

Next Sunday, September 18 Mission Sunday  
   8:45 a.m.   Bell Choir Rehearsal  
   9:00 a.m.   First Light (Sunday School) 
   9:00 a.m.   Adult Bible Study 

9:30 a.m.   Fellowship Time 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service  
11:30 a.m.  Partnerships from the Heart 
4:00 p.m.   Chime Choir (2nd-4th grades) 
4:30 p.m.   Kids Choir (Preschool-4th grade) 
5:00 p.m.   Youth Choir (5th-12th grades) 
5:30 p.m.   Junior Bells (5th-12 grades) 
6:00 p.m.  Ignite  

Online Giving 

Want to support the work God is 
doing through our church, but 
don’t have cash or a check on 
hand? Visit our webpage 
www.wpcbc.org and click on the 
“Give Online” button or scan this 
QR code to get to our online 
giving portal. You can make a 
one-time gift to the church or set 
up a 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

103 E. Midland Street 
Bay City, MI 48706 

989-686-1360 
email: office@wpcbc.org 

website: wpcbc.org 

Summer Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Friday 
Closed

mailto:office@wpcbc.org
http://wpcbc.org
http://www.wpcbc.org


ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 11, 2022

FLOWERS today are given by Christine 
Thurman in memory of Dean and Helen 
Schroer.  

PRAYERS of the Congregation are 
extended to the family and friends of 
Sherry Tucker.  Sherry passed away 
August 4, 2022.          

NEIGHBORHOOD BLOCK PARTY: 
Wes tmins t e r w i l l be hos t i ng a 
neighborhood block party TODAY at 
4:00 on the north lawn.  This will be an 
excellent chance for church members to 
get to know our Westminster neighbors.  
The church will provide hotdogs and the 
fixings and we’re asking you to bring a 
side dish or dessert to share.  Help is 
needed with setup and clean up, let the 
church office know if you are available 
to help.     

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN BIBLE STUDY: 
The PW Bible Study will resume, 
Thursday, September 15 at 1:00 p.m.  in 
the Session Room.  Bible Study books 
are available in the church office.    

PARTNERSHIPS FROM THE HEART: 
Ever wonder where the church’s annual 
Mission dollars go?  Join us Sunday, 
September 18 to celebrate the good 
work we do in our community.  Many of 
the nonprofit organizations who have 
become part of our WPC family by 
virtue of our financial support will be on 
hand in the Fellowship Hall before and 
after worship.  During worship, we will 
highlight the good work we all do 
together.  There will be plenty of 
fellowship and an amazing menu from 
David Fenske and Kevin Robinson. 

50-YEAR MEMBER RECOGNITION: 
Please join us Sunday, September 25 
immediately following the worship 
service.  The Deacons will serve a picnic 
lunch in Fellowship Hall honoring our 
50-year members.  Everyone is invited to 
join the celebration.   

THE WIRED WORD: will continue to 
take a brief hiatus and resume on 
Tuesday, September 13 at 10:00 a.m.  
Check out the September Log for more 
details.    

RUMMAGE SALE: Save the date and 
start setting aside items. The biannual 
rummage sale is scheduled the first week 
of October.  Please drop off items from 
Sunday, October 2- Tuesday, October 4.  
The sale will begin Wednesday, October 
5 for church members.     

NURSERY CARE is available for infants 
and toddlers during the worship service.  
Our nursery is equipped with a paging 
system, and quality childcare is provided 
by Elaine Edwards who is infant and CPR 
trained.   

CHURCH RETREAT  Retreats can help 
you slow down, immerse yourself in a 
new setting and new ideas, and recharge 
your body and mind.  We hope you 
consider joining us, October 21-23 at 
Bay Shore Camp in Sebewaing.  Please 
talk with Pastor Jamie or Pastor Linda for 
more details and check out the Sept. 
Log.     

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK: Westminster 
Presbyterian Church-Bay City.  



Prayer Labyrinth 

Labyrinths are ancient paths that are often used as a way of praying or meditating through walking 
along a path. The practice has also been adapted for use while seated. Please take this printout with 
you. Throughout the week, you are invited to trace your finger along the path of the labyrinth as a 
spiritual practice. 

  
Begin by place your finger at the opening of the labyrinth. Invite God’s presence to be with you as you 

journey through the labyrinth. Contemplate the question “Where do I need peace?” Slowly move your 

finger forward along the labyrinth. Let the words of the prayer stay with you. Make room for emotions 

and stirrings that arise. Offer your thoughts and questions to God as you move forward. 

When you reach the center, rest your finger there for a moment before you reading a scripture of your 

choosing. Read the passage slowly, as if you have never read it before. Center on God’s Word and be 

open to what God reveals to you through the reading. Return you finger to the center of the labyrinth 

and reflect on the passage and what it holds for you. 

As you prepare to leave the labyrinth, place your finger at the same opening in the center where you 

entered. Now lift up your intercessory prayers for the day (prayers for others and the world) and when 

finished, begin to move your finger back along the same path on which you entered. Let these prayers 

stay with you, and add to them as you make the turns and move along the pattern back out of the 

labyrinth. Be mindful of people and circumstances in the world that are in need of peace and your 

prayers. Hold each one in your heart for a part of the journey outward.   



LABYRINTHS

Labyrinths are found in many cultures as far back as 3500 BC.  Unlike a maze, the labyrinth is unicursal,
having a single path leading to the center with no loops, cul-de-sacs or forks.

This Labyrinth is a scale replica of an ancient labyrinth constructed around 1200 AD in the stone floor of
Chartres Cathedral, France.

Medieval Christians visited Chartres  (and other cathedrals) and walked the labyrinth as an alternative to
taking a hazardous pilgrimage to Jerusalem to walk in the “foot steps of Christ.”

Modern  “pilgrims“ walk the labyrinthine path as one of many tools to enhance prayer, contemplation,
meditation, and/or personal growth.

WALKING A LABYRINTH

There is not a 'required way' to walk a labyrinth.  The beauty of the labyrinth is that people can
approach the experience on their own terms. However, as a guideline, we often break the ‘walk’
into three stages.

Entering: (also referred to as shedding or purgation.) During this stage you walk the path toward
the center, and should 'center yourself' by trying to put aside worldly concerns and quiet the mind.

Illumination: The time spent in the center. This is a time of openness and peacefulness; you
experience, learn or receive what this unique moment offers. Take your time. Let your inner spirit
determine when to leave the center.

Union: The journey outward.  You choose when to leave the center, following the same path.
This is a time to consider what occurred in the center and how it may be applied in your life.

Sometimes a fourth stage is described representing life outside the labyrinth; the world where your
experience or illumination will affect your future.

FINGER-WALKING A PERSONAL LABYRINTH

Begin by setting the environment.  Find a comfortable chair, location, or position. Remove
jewelry, watches, bracelets, etc. Set music or background sounds. Adjust the lighting.  Acquaint
yourself with the labyrinth, pass your hands over the edges, across the center and around the outer
edge; examine the details that make this labyrinth unique.

Adapt your breathing, and begin tracing the path from the outside with one or more fingers,
following the groove/path toward the center.  When you arrive at the center, stay a while.

Complete your experience by retracing the path from the center outward.

 PAXWORKS  - PERSONAL LABYRINTHS

 PAXWORKS has utilized modern CAD/CAM technology and a little old-fashioned 'obsession-
with-details' to create an extremely accurate 18-inch Chartres- style Personal Labyrinth.  It is
constructed of quality hardwoods and hand-finished with a durable satin finish. The natural
materials make this labyrinth unique in all creation.  Store it in a place of honor, hang it on the
wall as a fine piece of artwork, display it as a contemplation piece.

PAXWORKS - Works Of Peace - http://www.paxworks.com




