Westminster At Worship
A Celebration of Worship
Baptized in Water
July 17, 2022

10:30 a.m.

Please silence your cell phones prior to entering the sanctuary.
who are able to stand may do so.

†Those

GATHERING AROUND GOD’S WORD
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER
PRELUDE
†CALL

Rachel Webb

WORSHIP
LEADER: In the wilderness, water brings life.
PEOPLE: Seek us out, O God, and take us to the water.
LEADER: In the Word of God, the good news gives light.
PEOPLE: Seek us out, O God, and ll us with understanding.
LEADER: In the bread and the wine, the body of our Savior
TO

nourishes everyone.
PEOPLE: Seek us out, O God, and give us yourself.
†OPENING

HYMN

#679
“Baptized in Water”

BUNESSAN

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the blood
of Christ, our King; heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,
faithfully now God’s praises we sing.

fi

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the tomb with
Christ, our King; one with his rising, freed and forgiven,
thankfully now God’s praises we sing.

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the sign of
Christ, our King; born of one Father, we are his children,
joyfully now God’s praises we sing.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
LEADER: The Lord be with you.
PEOPLE: And also with you.
LEADER: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
PEOPLE: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
CALL TO CONFESSION
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of mercy, we confess that we have not borne the fruit of
the Spirit. We have not loved others as you have loved us. We
have denied the promises of baptism and cut ourselves off
from you.
Forgive us, restore us, that we may abide in your love and live
out your mercy, for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name
we pray.

— A Time of Silent Confession —
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!
Thanks be to God!
†SHARING

GOD’S PEACE

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

READINGS FROM THE SCRIPTURES
First Reading
1 John 3:16-24
16 We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers and sisters. 17 How
does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and
sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 18 Little
children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and
truth. 19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth and
will reassure our hearts before him 20 whenever our hearts
condemn us, for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows
everything. 21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
boldness before God, 22 and we receive from him whatever we
ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases
him. 23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he
has commanded us. 24 All who obey his commandments abide in
him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in
us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Second Reading
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Acts 8:26-39
26 Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward
the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This
is a wilderness road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court of cial of the Candace, the queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said
to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to
it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit

beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was
reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like
a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his
generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34 The
eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then
Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture he proclaimed
to him the good news about Jesus. 36 As they were going along the
road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, here is
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38 He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more and went on
his way rejoicing.

SERMON

“Baptized in Water”
Rev. Jamie Milton

SPECIAL MUSIC

“Down to the River to Pray” arr. Sheldon Curry
Brandi Higgins, Karen Kayner, Faith Sneller, Leah Sneller

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
PEOPLE: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever, Amen.

†AFFIRMATION

OF FAITH

Rom. 8:1, 28, 38, 39

We believe there is no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus; for we know that all things work together for
good for those who love God, who are called according to
God’s purpose.
We are convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERTORY

Rachel Webb

†DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessing ow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
†UNISON

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Through our offerings, O God, give your loving Spirit to a world
in need of comfort. Make our many gifts one offering for the
world; in the name of Jesus. Amen.

BEING SENT WITH GOD’S WORD
†HYMN

#680
“Borning Cry”

WATERLIFE
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fl

I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are
old. I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life
unfold. I was there when you were but a child with a faith to
suit you well; in a blaze of light you wandered off to nd
where demons dwell.

When you heard the wonder of the Word I was there to cheer
you on. You were raised to praise the living Lord to whom you
now belong. If you nd someone to share your time, and you
join your hearts as one, I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme
from dusk till rising sun.
In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young,
I’ll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I’ve
begun. When the evening gently closes in and you shut your
weary eyes, I’ll be there as I have always been with just one
more surprise.
I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are
old. I rejoiced the day you were baptized to see your life
unfold.
†CHARGE

& BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

Rachel Webb
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Liturgical texts used with permission from:
Come to the Water by Fitzgerald and Russ
The Abingdon Worship Annual 2014 Edition. Copyright © 2013 by Abingdon Press. Used
by permission.
Feasting on the Word Worship Companion. Copyright 2013 by Westminster John Knox
Press. Reprinted by permission
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Prayer L t
July 17, 2022

“I raise my eyes toward the mountains. Where will my help come from?
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.”
Psalm 121:1

Ross
Dianne
Mary Lou
Sandy
Randy

Sheila
Herb
Lori
Todd
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Derek, serving in the U.S. military

is

People suffering through
war and violence

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR JULY 17, 2022
FLOWERS today are in celebration of
Karen & Ric Russell’s and Karen’s twin
brother, Herb Collver’s, 70th birthdays.
SUMMER SERMON SYMPOSIUM: What
is a symposium? If you look up or
“Google” the word “symposium” you
will probably nd that the de nition
includes something like “to drink
together, to have a party together.” The
intent is that a symposium is not
something dull and boring, but rather
some kind of social gathering that is fun
and lively. If this sounds intriguing,
interesting, or fun, please join with
others from Westminster for our weekly
summer sermon symposium on
Thursday, July 21 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.
There is nothing to prepare in advance,
and there will not be a formal leader,
only a convener who will make the
Zoom invitation available. Come with
your questions, ideas, inspirations, and
learnings from the previous Sunday’s
sermon, and engage in a “free
interchange of ideas” with your
Westminster family. The Summer Sermon
Symposium will meet weekly on
Thursdays until August 25. Please call
the church of ce with any questions and
for a Zoom invitation.
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SUMMER MOVIE SERIES: Join us in
Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, July 26 at
1:00 p.m. for our Summer Movie Series.
On this day, we will view Encanto. This
movie tells the tale of the Madrigals, an
extraordinary family living in a magical
house in the Colombian mountains. But
when Mirabel, the only ordinary family

m e m b e r, d i s c o v e r s t h e m a g i c
surrounding their home is in danger, she
may be her family’s last hope. Popcorn
and lemonade will be served!
THE WIRED WORD: The Wired Word
conversations is on midsummer hiatus
u n t i l Au g u s t 9 . W h e n m e e t i n g s
reconvene, conversations will take place
on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom.
Our weekly Wired Word gatherings
allow us to re ect on the week’s
happenings with others who may not
share our same thoughts and opinions,
but are equally dedicated to thinking
about and talking about how current
events intersect with our faith questions
and convictions.
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK: Westminster
Presbyterian Church - Bay City
PER CAPITA: Per capita for 2022 is
$29.00.
NURSERY CARE is available for infants
and toddlers during the worship service.
Our nursery is equipped with a paging
system, and quality childcare is provided
by Elaine Edwards who is infant and
child CPR trained.
COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD: If
you are looking for grief support groups,
health clinics, or volunteer opportunities
that take place within our community,
please check out the community bulletin
board located in Fellowship Hall.

BRUNCH & BIBLE: On August 21
following the worship service we will
read and discuss the book, The Art of
Neighboring: Building Genuine
Relationships Right Outside Your Door,
by Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon. This
book invites us to consider what it
would take to get to know our neighbors
— those who live near our homes and
our church. Full of practical information
and suggestions for getting to know our
neighbors, this book will serve as a
springboard for us to think about what it
means to be a neighborhood church in

It’s a Whale
of a Tale!
Water Party

fi

Westminster Presbyterian Church
Sunday, July 31, 2022

2022. We will also connect this
discussion with the Matthew 25 goal of
“Building Congregational Vitality” as we
share Christ’s love and friendship with
the world around us.
Please let us know if you plan on
attending so that we can properly
prepare food. Books are already
available in the church of ce. If you
have any questions, please contact
Pastor Jamie or Rev. Linda.

Join us for a time of fellowship and fun
after our morning 10:30 a.m. outdoor
worship service on July 31, 2022 for a
great lunch, games, water toys, puppets,
music, and more. We hope you'll wade
on over and join in the fun!
If you would like to help with the party,
please sign up at this link: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/
20f0849afaf2ca0ff2-water
If your donation is non-perishable or
has an expiration date beyond July 31,
please drop off to the church during
business hours or on a Sunday
morning. Thank you very much in
advance!

Now that the 2022 General Assembly has ended – the
first-ever hybrid assembly – the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) will try to live into the commitments made
and the work ahead. Ruth Santana-Grace and Shavon

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 225 ROUNDUP

Starling-Louis, the new co-moderators, stood for election
using the theme “Unbounded We Thrive,” and the assembly
spoke its mind on issues affecting the church and the world.
Israel/Palestine. The assembly voted 266-116 to approve one of the most
controversial items before it — INT-02, declaring that the PC(USA) recognize
the laws, policies and practices of the Israeli government regarding the Palestinian
people “fulfill the international legal definition of apartheid.” Some have criticized
the PC(USA) stance towards Israel as antisemitic, saying it hurts interfaith relations.
Others say the assembly spoke courageously in supporting human rights for the
Palestinian people.
Climate change. Voting 340-41, the assembly directed PC(USA) entities to divest

from five oil and gas companies it concluded are not moving quickly enough to try
to slow global warming — Chevron, ExxonMobil, Marathon Petroleum, Phillips
66, and Valero Energy. The vote reflected continued support for the Committee
on Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI)’s strategy of corporate
engagement and selective divestment. Action on another item, ENV-09, also
affirmed “that working in the fossil fuel industry is a necessity for many” and assured
Presbyterians that “divestment is not a condemnation or judgment of their choice of
employment.”

Litany of repentance. One of the assembly’s most powerful emotional moments

came when White Presbyterians recited a litany of repentance from RGJ-08, offering
an apology to African Americans for the sin of slavery and its legacy. One assembly
committee focused exclusively on issues of race and gender justice — including
violence against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, disparities experienced
by Black women and girls, and racial disparities in health care. Other concerns:
confronting White supremacy in the PC(USA) and working for reparative justice.

Gun violence. With recent mass shootings still echoing, the assembly approved

VIOL-07, declaring 2022-2032 a “Decade to End Gun Violence” — asking the
Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) to develop tools for faith-based advocacy
against gun violence and for studying “the intersection of white supremacy culture,
Christian nationalism, and gender with gun violence.” It also approved VIOL-11,

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 225 ROUNDUP

directing MRTI to begin a process of corporate engagement with Walmart, Dick’s
Sporting Goods, and Kroger, three publicly-traded companies included in the
investment portfolios of either the Board of Pensions or Presbyterian Foundation,
and which sell guns not classified as semi-automatic and assault-based weapons.
(Those weapons previously mentioned are already on the divestment list.)
Family leave. The assembly approved a proposed amendment to the PC(USA)

constitution to say a minister’s terms of call shall include at least 12 weeks of
paid family medical leave (covering the birth, fostering or adoption of a child;
care for ill or disabled family members; and healing following a loss or tragic
event). To take effect, the proposed change needs approval from a majority of the
presbyteries.

Immigration. The assembly voted 340-25 to declare the PC(USA) a “sanctuary

and accompaniment church” — saying the denomination stands with immigrants
and asylum-seekers and is committed to working for justice in U.S. immigration
policy. That work often involves Presbyterians accompanying immigrants by
offering housing and legal assistance, going with them to immigration hearings
and other appointments and trying to get people released from detention.
Restructuring. Supporting recommendations from a special committee, the

assembly voted to create a commission with the power to act and the responsibility
for unifying the PMA and the Office of the General Assembly — basically, to
restructure the top level of the PC(USA). Citing financial stress on congregations
and presbyteries, the assembly also created a team to develop experimental models
as alternatives to the current per capita funding system.
Reproductive justice. In the wake of the U.S. Supreme Court decision

overturning Roe v. Wade, the assembly approved a resolution on reproductive
justice — saying the PC(USA) rejects “attempts at all levels of government to
reduce, limit, or eliminate access to contraceptive and abortion care.”

LGBTQIA+ equity. The assembly created a new LGBTQIA+ Equity Advocacy

Committee as a permanent committee of the General Assembly — equivalent in
access and accountability to the Advocacy Committee for Women and Gender
Justice and the Racial Equity Advocacy Committee.

Per capita. The assembly set the new General Assembly per capita assessment at

$9.85 per member for 2023 and $9.80 per member for 2024. That compares to
the current per capita rate of $8.98 per member.

2024 General Assembly. Presented with four options, the assembly opted for

a hybrid approach again for the 2024 assembly — choosing Plan Omega with
online committee meetings and in-person plenary sessions in Salt Lake City, Utah.

This Week at Westminster
Today, Sunday, July 17, 2022
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
Tuesday, July 19
10:00 a.m. Hearts & Hands Knitting
6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 150
Thursday, July 21
8:30 a.m. TOPS
5:00 p.m. Food of Faith at Messiah
Lutheran
7:00 p.m. Summer Sermon Symposium via
Zoom
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Next Sunday, June 24
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
11:30 a.m. Fellowship Time

Westminster Presbyterian
Church
103 E. Midland Street
Bay City, MI 48706
989-686-1360
email: of ce@wpcbc.org
website: wpcbc.org
Summer Of ce Hours
Monday – Thursday
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Friday
Closed

Online Giving
Want to support the work God is
doing through our church, but
don’t have cash or a check on
hand? Visit our webpage
www.wpcbc.org and click on the
“Give Online” button or scan this
QR code to get to our online
giving portal. You can make a onetime gift to the church or set up a
recurring gift. Thank you!

