Westminster At Worship

A Celebration of Worship
Baptism of the Lord
The Gift of Committed Community

January 11, 2026 10:30 a.m.

Please silence your cell phones prior to entering the sanctuary.
tThose who feel comfortable standing may do so.

DISCIPLES GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD

PRELUDE SETH CUNNINGHAM
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER

tCALL TO WORSHIP

In the beginning, at creation, the Spirit hovered over the waters
of the deep.

God caused the waters to part so that the Hebrew people could
cross from slavery to liberation.

Drinking water from a well, Jesus met a Samaritan woman, the
first person to recognize that he was the Christ.

Jesus taught us how to live by washing his disciples’ feet in
water.

Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, the Christ.

Renew us today, Spirit of God, in those same waters of life.

tHYMN “There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit” *NO. 134

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place,

and | know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord,;

there are sweet expressions on each face,
and | know they feel the presence of the Lord.



Refrain:
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove,
stay right here with us, filling us with your love;
and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;
without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived
when we shall leave this place.

There are blessings you cannot receive
till you know him in his fullness and believe;
you're the one to profit when you say,
“I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.” (Refrain)

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of Holy Expectation, when we read about those who serve

you, like John, like Jesus, those whom you love

and delight in, we yearn to feel your delight in us as well.
Our voices can seem weak, our efforts in vain.

Sometimes we feel like dimly burning wicks, just about to go
out. Sometimes we are the ones sitting in darkness,

even though you call us to help others find their way out of
the darkness. Holy One, take us by the hand.

Strengthen us in our weakness, that your holy work may be
accomplished through us and that we may know your delight
in the core of who we are.

— A Time of Silent Conﬁzssion —

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

TRESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!



tSHARING GOD’S PEACE

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

At this time, children (5t grade and younger) are invited to a
worship experience just for them. The leaders will meet them
at the back of the church following the “Sharing of God'’s
Peace” and will bring them back during the offertory.

DISCIPLES LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

RESPONSIVE PSALTER READING

Psalm 29
You, divine beings! Give to the Lord—
give to the Lord glory and power!
Give to the Lord the glory due his name!
Bow down to the Lord in holy splendor!
The Lord’s voice is over the waters;
the glorious God thunders; the Lord is over the mighty
waters.
The Lord’s voice is strong;
the Lord’s voice is majestic.
The Lord’s voice unleashes fiery flames;
the Lord’s voice shakes the wilderness—
The Lord’s voice convulses the oaks, strips the forests bare,
but in his temple everyone shouts, “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned over the floodwaters;
the Lord sits enthroned—king forever!



Let the Lord give strength to his people!
Let the Lord bless his people with peace!

HEBREW READING
Isaiah 42:1-9

GOSPEL READING
Matthew 3:13-17

SERMON “The Gift of Committed Community”

Rev. Jamie Milton

tHYMN “Baptized in Water”

Baptized in water,
sealed by the Spirit,
cleansed by the blood of Christ our King;
heirs of salvation,
trusting the promise,
faithfully now God's praises we sing.

Baptized in water,
sealed by the Spirit,
dead in the tomb with Christ our King;
one with his rising,
freed and forgiven,
thankfully now God's praises we sing.

Baptized in water,
sealed by the Spirit,
marked with the sign of Christ our King;
born of the Spirit,
we are God's children;
joytully now God's praises we sing.

*NO. 679



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory, forever. Amen.

DiSCIPLES RESPOND TO THE CALL OF GOD

REAFFIRMATION OF OUR BAPTISMAL COVENANT
TRENUNCIATIONS

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways
of sin and renounce evil and its power in the world?

I do.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and
Savior, trusting in his grace and love?

I do.

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and
showing his love?

I will, with God’s help.

tPROFESSION OF FAITH

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;



the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

This earth, O God, is our home, built by your Word and your
breath. Made alive by you, we come to know you and to
know ourselves as your people.

We give you thanks.

We drink your cooling waters.

We give you thanks.

We see your rivers, lakes, and oceans lush with creatures large
and small, food for the eye and for our nourishment.

We give you thanks.

We bathe and are refreshed in the waters you have made.

We give you thanks.

Now gathered at baptismal water, a sign of your unending mercy,
we praise you for the gift of your Son who in his life, death,
resurrection, and ascension embraced the world, calling us to
proclaim the good news that welcomes all people.

Make us one in you.

We praise you for the gift of prayer that allows us to hear you
speak in our midst and gives us words when we are speechless
with joy.

Make us one in you.



We praise you for the waters that bring us to this day, to celebrate
a new and renewed life in your name.
Make us one in you.

WE COME TO THE WATER

While the music is played, you are invited to come to the font,
touch the water, and receive a stone as a way to remember the
promises made in the Baptismal Covenant.

SPECIAL MUSIC Jan Witucki, Harpist

“Greensleeves” arranged by Sylvia Wood’s
INVITATION TO OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING CHANCEL CHOIR

“Down to the River to Pray”
Words and Music by Ken Medema, arranged by Mary McDonald

~ Please record your presence on the “Friendship Pad”

TDOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

TPRAYER OF DEDICATION
Great, saving God, you have gathered us into one baptism,
regardless of our backgrounds and conditions.
Therefore we praise you with our tithes and offerings.
May they join with others to become a mighty river,
bringing your peace and healing to the world. Amen.

DISCIPLES DEPART TO SERVE GOD




THYMN “Come Thou Fount”

Come, thou Fount of every blessing;
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,

call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above;
praise the mount! I’'m fixed upon it,
mount of God'’s unchanging love!

Here | raise my Ebenezer;
hither by thy help I’'m come;
and | hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be!

Let that grace now, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it,
prone to leave the God | love;
here’s my heart; O take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above.

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*NO. 68

POSTLUDE SETH CUNNINGHAM

Liturgical texts used with permission from:
The Abingdon Worship Annual 2017 Edition. Copyright © 2016 by Abingdon Press.
The Abingdon Worship Annual 2026 Edition. Copyright © 2025 by Abingdon Press.

Feasting on the Word Worship Companion: Liturgies for Year A, Volume 1 © 2013 Westminster John Knox

Press



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR JANUARY 11, 2025

o Children are always welcome in the

sanctuary. NURSERY CARE is
available for infants and toddlers
during the worship service. Our
nursery is equipped with a paging
system. Quality childcare is provided
by Elaine Edwards, who is infant/CPR
trained.

e THE FLOWERS FOR THIS SERVICE
are provided by the family of MaryKay
Prudden in memory of her birthday,
which would be today, January 11.

e GATHERING AND GAMES TODAY
AFTER WORSHIP: Join us for our first
Gathering and Games of 2026. Bring a
game and a snack to share, or just
bring yourself!
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e LYDIA CIRCLE will meet Thursday,
January 15 at 1:00 p.m. in the Session
room. We are using the Horizons
Bible Study, “Finding Resilience, Joy
and Our lIdentity in Jesus Christ” If
you would like to join, contact Barb
Tolles at 989-963-9369 or email her at
apple2chool@yahoo.com

e CORRECTION: DEBORAH CIRCLE
will meet at 4 p.m. Thursday,
JANUARY 29 at the home of Sherry
Holley. If anyone wants to join, please
call Karen Schoeppach at
989-684-1322 or email her at

kaysue@chartermi.net. The date was
incorrect in last week’s bulletin.

All the People
Rev. Jamie Milton
Rev. Linda Williams
Jan Witucki

Leah Sneller
Elaine Edwards
Dawn Auger

Seth Cunningham
Judy Harrelson
Seth Cunningham
Rachel Webb
Martha Tapley
Bill Petzold

Pat Foster

Harold Miller

ONE License #A-741016
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR JANUARY 11, 2025

*WINGS OF PRAYER: If you have
someone you would like to add to our
Wings of Prayer list, please contact Patti
Wesenick at 989-737-6844.

¢ OUT-TO-LUNCH BUNCH: The January
Out-to-Lunch Bunch gathering will be at
Pfund’s Sandwich Company at 1 p.m.
Wednesday, January 21. Pfund’s shares the
building with the restaurant Izakaya (on
Midland St. just west of Henry St.) This is
the building where Vino’s restaurant was
located. If you would like to join us, please
RSVP by calling Dave Crook at
847-624-6798 or email
crookds@earthlink.net.

e YOUTH GROUP DINNERS: Do you like
to cook or bake meals? If yes, then we
would love for you to sign up
to help with Youth Dinners
for Sunday night youth group
meetings. If not, there is still a
way you can help with

dinner. You can choose to
provide dinner by providing pizza, chicken
tenders, Mac & Cheese or something along
those lines. We usually have dinner from
5:30 to 6:00 p.m. You will get a count a
couple of days in advance. Please scan the
QR code, visit https://tinyurl.com/
bd7hv7u8 or see Leah Sneller to sign up.

e WINTER BOOK GROUP: Our Book
Group will continue discussing The
Measure of a Man by Sidney Poitier, every
Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. in the lounge. Come
join us! Books are available in the the
church office (suggested $5 donation). For
questions, please call the church office or

Rev. Linda. There will be no book group
on Tuesday, January 20.

e LUNCH AND LAUGH WINTER SERIES:
On Tuesday, January 27, everyone is
encouraged to bring along their favorite
table games to share some fun and friendly
competition. Bring your own brownbag
lunch; beverages and a sweet treat are
provided. Any questions, please call the
church office or Rev. Linda.

o BEING PRESBYTERIAN: When we meet
for our next Being Presbyterian class at
5:30 p.m. on Sunday, January 18, we’ll be
looking at why we worship the way we do.
We'll take a deeper look at what worship
means in the Reformed tradition. We'll
gather for dinner, then spend about an
hour and a half discussing how our own
services reflect that tradition.

* AED TRAINING SESSIONS are planned
for after worship on Sunday, January 18
and January 25. These trainings are
intended for lay people, and anyone who
is interested in attending is invited! Call
the church office for information.

* JANUARY SERIES: Calvin University is
once again offering a free 10-day lecture
series that runs the weeks of January 19-23
and January 26-30. Each session is one
hour long and runs from 12:30 to 1:30
p.m. On the final Thursday, January 29,
we will gather in the Session Room to
watch that day’s speaker together and then
have the opportunity to discuss the two
weeks’ speakers and presentations. Any
questions about the series, please call the
church office or Rev. Linda to learn more.




ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR JANUARY 11, 2026

December Statistics: We
distributed 150 Holiday
Boxes full of food and
frozen meat plus bread
and produce. These boxes
were purchased with
grants from the Bay Area
Community Foundation
and their Men’s Philanthropy Group. In
total we served 445 people from 161
families with 10,341 pounds of food. The
“snow day” on December 10 kept our
numbers a little lower than we would
have expected. But we still grew! Last
December we served 421 people from
136 families with 6,673 pounds of food
(with 90 Holiday Boxes distributed).

2025 Statistics: What a year! In total we
served 7,248 people from 2,494 visits
with 78,721 pounds of food. People
came from nine Bay County cities, with

the vast majority from Bay City zip codes.

Again, our 2025 numbers would have
been higher without the snow day. What
a blessing it is to serve our community!

Now we are off in 2026! We already
have exciting things to share:

« All of the new shelving is now
installed in the pantry, thanks to a
great group of volunteers who
worked 5 hours to make it happen.
The old shelving went into our
storeroom across the hall, along
with our new freezer. The shelving
and freezer were purchased with
the grant from the Food Bank of
Eastern Michigan (along with the
shopping carts).

Pifinsfn

COMMUNITY PANTRY

«  We received tons of food donations
from individuals and food drives in
December, so our storeroom is full.
Monetary donations have been
received which put our bank
account in a good position. It helps
to have all the extra food so we
don't need to place any orders right
now.

« At the end of December, we
received another grant from Bay
Area Community Foundation to
start and maintain a gluten-free
section in the pantry in 2026. We
are researching and hope to have
that in place by the end of January.

« The Ornament Project was well
received. We are still collecting the
donations from area businesses, so
we don't have a total yet.

- We are waiting to hear from Meijer
about the Simply Give donations.
Stay tuned!

Let’s keep this wonderful mission going
strong! Your monetary and food
donations are always appreciated. —
Janet Smylie and Janet Beattie, co-chairs

Want to get involved? Contact Pantry
Volunteer Coordinator Karen Brown-
Fackler at 989-506-1327 to find out how
you can help in our mission to serve our
community!



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR JANUARY 11, 2026

e YEAR-END STATEMENTS will be mailed
or emailed around the second week of
January. Please review your statement
carefully. If you find an error, please let Pat
know immediately, so she can make the
correction and begin closing the books on
2025.

e CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATES:
Heading to a warmer climate this winter?
Have you moved recently? Do you have a
new email address? Please call the church
office to let us know of these changes so
your statement and other church
correspondence reaches you.

e ADULT BIBLE STUDY: If your New
Year’s resolution is to strengthen your
connection to God and maybe even read
more books — including the Bible —
come join us for our Adult Bible study
series here at Westminster. We provide
two opportunities for folks to participate

— Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in the ..

Lounge or Thursday evenings at 7 p.m. by
Zoom. Please note there will be NO ADULT
BIBLE STUDY on THURSDAY, JANUARY 22
and SUNDAY, JANUARY 25.

e COMMITTEE CHAIRS: Please submit your
materials for the Annual Report no later
than tomorrow, January 12. The Annual
Report will be available for the congregation
next Sunday, January 18.

Per Capita for 2026 is $35.00

Westminster Presbyterian Church

103 E. Midland Street, Bay City, Ml 48706
989-686-1360 email: office@wpcbc.org
website: wpcbc.org
The office is open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Thursday. Closed noon
to 1 p.m. for lunch each day.

Giving to Westminster

There are many ways to share your
gifts with Westminster.

Cash and checks are welcome. Please
use your offering envelopes or the
envelopes found in pew backs and place
your gift in the offering
plate when it is passed.
Visit our website
www.wpcbc.org and click
on the “Give Now” button
at the top of the page This

Month to Date

thru January 4,
GENERAL FUND 2026 Year to Date
Pledges & Other Giving $ 4810 $ 4,810
One-time Gifts $ -
Other Cash Received $ 5 % 5

Totallncome $ 4,815 $ 4,815

Expenses $ - $ -
Net Income/(Loss) $ 4,815 $ 4,815

Budgeted expense total for 2026 is $467,000.

will direct you to our Online Giving Portal or simply scan the QR
Code. Contributions can also be sent through the mail to the attention of the Church
Treasurer. We're grateful for your gifts, however you choose to give. THANK YOU!
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