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A few years ago, a helicopter crashed into New York’s East
River, with several tourists aboard. Almost immediately,
three scuba divers from one of the city agencies were on the
scene, diving right in to help those trapped at the bottom of
the river. Right away, nine more divers arrived from
another of the city agencies. These divers, though, were
stopped at the dock by an officer with the first group,
with the explanation, “we were here first and we’ve got it
covered.” Tragically, a life was lost that day because
pride and territory became more important the love and
care for those who are in need.
When Jesus talks in the Gospel of Mark about the greatest
commandment, he calls the love for the Lord our God into its proper place as the
rule for living the life that we are called to. Yet, he goes on to say that a second commandment
is like it, to “love your neighbor as yourself.” With these two commands Jesus manages to summarize
quite clearly God’s law given to us through Moses and the 10 Commandments. But even more, the
command to love one’s neighbor flows naturally from obedience to the first - because love for one
another is the consequence of love for God. It would be very hard for me to believe someone loved
me if they were unkind to my children; in the same way, since we are all children of God, one way we
demonstrate our love for God is by loving all those whom God has created, offering of ourselves and
seeking the best for one another.
Yet, sometimes, our desire to do the first - to love God - can bring with it a tendency to overlook the
latter - to love one another - even within a church community. It is my hope and prayer that we will
always look for ways that we can bring others to know and worship God in ways that are meaningful
to them, and not just ways that are meaningful to us. It is always such a blessing to see new folks
engage with Westminster, to welcome new ideas and new ways of being Christ in the world. In the
midst of this Spring’s “renewal” - both the natural sort and Westminster’s church facility - we are
looking forward to renewal of our hearts through worship and fellowship, always remembering that we
are a part of something much bigger than us: God’s movement in the world! With God all things are
possible, even if they aren’t under our control! Though at times it can be difficult to welcome change,
new ideas, fresh approaches, different faces, and helping hands to share in the work of ministry, it is
good to remember that God continually reforms and reshapes the church according to His will, that all
we could be an instrument through which people will come to love God with heart, soul, mind, and
strength, and love our neighbors as ourselves.
It is a natural – and wonderful – instinct for us to want to ensure that our worship, our fellowship, our
facilities, and our outreach bring honor and glory to God. We can do this not only through honoring
traditions and “territories” that we have become accustomed to, but through welcoming into our midst
– and into our ministry – new members, new energy, new friends, and new opportunities to witness to
the love that binds us all as sisters and brothers in Christ. What a joy it is to have so much new life
springing up all around us! May it always be so!
Pastor Matt
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Sunday

Monday

7

14

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Time

Happy Mother’s Day
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Time

21

3

9:30 a.m. My Tempo
Music
10:00 a.m. Hearts &
Hands
6:00 p.m. Personnel
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts

6:00 p.m. Wednesdays @
Westminster
6:00 p.m. Property
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
7:00 p.m. Mission

8

9

10

9:30 a.m. My Tempo Music
2:45 p.m. My Tempo Music
6:00 p.m. Finance
6:30 p.m. Small Group
7:00 p.m. Family &
Fellowship
7:00 p.m. Stewardship

9:30 a.m. My Tempo Music
10:00 a.m. Hearts & Hands
1:00 p.m. Lions Sight &
Hearing
6:00 p.m. Spiritual Growth
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts

15

16

9:30 a.m. My Tempo
Music
2:45 p.m. My Tempo
Music
7:00 p.m. Deacons

28
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
11:45 a.m. Volunteer Appreciation Picnic

Thursday

Friday

4

11

5:45 p.m. Bay City
Fireworks
6:00 p.m. Wednesdays @
Westminster
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
8:00 p.m. Worship Com.

6:00 p.m. Wednesdays @
Westminster
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

8:30 a.m. TOPS
1:00 p.m. Esther Circle
1:00 p.m. Lydia Circle
7:00 p.m. Deborah Circle

24

25

10:00 a.m. Hearts & Hands
12:00 p.m. Spirituality &
2:45 p.m. My Tempo Music
Aging
6:30 p.m. Small Group
5:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts
7:00 p.m. Session Meeting

6:00 p.m. Wednesdays @
Westminster
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

8:30 a.m. TOPS

29

31

23

30
Memorial Day

Church Office Closed

10:00 a.m. Hearts & Hands
1:00 p.m. Log Crew
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
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12

13

19

20

26

27

8:30 a.m. TOPS

18

10:00 a.m. Hearts & Hands
2:45 p.m. My Tempo Music 7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts

Saturday

8:30 a.m. TOPS
5:30 p.m. PW Board

17

22
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
9:15 a.m. Adult Bible Study
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Time

Wednesday

2

1

May

Tuesday

Happy Birthday to…
Doris Bibbee, Donna Gould, Judith Randall,
Gary Bishop, Ermal Oswald, Fred Cole,
Charley Curtiss, Patricia Horning, Doreen Newcombe,
Carol Castrodale, Ronald VanTol, and Vi O’Hare
*Birthdays listed are for our 75+ Members

NOTES

8

Graduation
Sunday

Communion Servers
May

John Hegenauer
Joyce Hegenauer
Pam Monville
Nancy Swantek
Jan Witucki
Chris Thurman
Jeff Rogers
Candy Green
Bill Shelt
Lee Pratt

June

Anne Remington
Barb Tolles
Tom Tolles

July

JeAnne Hebner
Sharon Hignite
Walt Whitney

SPRING BIBLE STUDY CLASSES
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Join us for one of two new Sunday morning
Adult Bible Study options beginning at 9:15 a.m.
The last class is Sunday, May 28.

The Immersion Bible Studies
by, Frank Ramirez

We are happy to announce that
Westminster is now serving freshly
brewed Equal Exchange Fairly
Traded coffee on Sundays.
The Presbyterian Coffee Project is a
partnership between the
Presbyterian Church (USA) and
Equal Exchange, a worker-owned
co-operative offering 100% fairly
traded coffee.
Buying fair trade ensures that more
of the money we spend on coffee
reaches the hardworking farmers
who grow it.

If you know
someone who is
graduating, please
call the church
office and let us
know! We will
honor graduates on
June 11 during the
worship service.

The Immersion Bible Studies is “about
God and God’s Word, but also about us
— our thoughts, our feelings, and our
faith.” For six weeks we will focus on
t h r e e N e w Te s t a m e n t l e t t e r s —
Galatians, Ephesians, and Philippians —
exploring how we claim our story of
faith, understand the meaning of these
letters for then and now, as well as
discussing and reflecting on what we
have discovered and putting it into
practice in our lives. Pastor Linda will
facilitate this group gathering.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Building Improvement Fund
February Balance:
$6,551.65
March Income:
$692.00
March Expense:
$402.69
March Balance:
$6,840.96
Operating Fund
March Income:
$26,073.54
March Expense:
$39,680.24
Major Repairs Fund
$1,227.00

Donate online at
www.wpcbc.org

The Purpose Driven Life

BAY CHORALE

50TH ANNIVERSARY
CONCERT
“50 Golden Years”

Sunday
April 30, 2017
4:00 p.m.
Tickets $8 in
advance,
$10 at the door
Grace United
Methodist Church,
2 Mile near Kiesel
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What on Earth Am I Here For? — Expanded Edition
by, Rick Warren

Join Janet Beattie on a 40-day spiritual journey. This class aims to help
participants discover the answer to one of life’s most important
questions: What on earth am I here for?
“Knowing God's purpose for creating you will reduce your
stress, focus your energy, simplify your decisions, give meaning
to your life, and, most importantly, prepare you for eternity. The
Purpose Driven Life is a blueprint for Christian living in the 21st
century — a lifestyle based on God's eternal purposes, not
cultural values.”
This book is divided into forty chapters, with readers urged to read one
chapter a day in order to digest and reflect upon its content. Each
chapter concludes with a point to ponder, a verse to remember, and
questions to consider. Expect some lively discussions during this
individual and shared journey of faith.

The Immersion Bible Study
group will meet with
Pa s t o r L i n d a i n t h e
Conference Room.
The Purpose Driven Life
Bible study will meet with
Janet Beattie in the small
conference room across
the hall from the Session
Room.
Be sure to pick up a cup of
freshly ground Equal
Exchange Fairly Traded
coffee in Fellowship Hall
on the way!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

HOLY WEEK

Spark Imagination at
VBS this summer!

Monday, August 21 – Friday, August 25
9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Online registration is now open!
www.wpcbc.org
Or, return the registration
form to the church office.
Any questions, please call 686-1360

At Maker Fun Factory VBS,
kids will learn they’re
created by God and
REGIST
ER NO
built for a purpose!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Music at Westminster
The following ensembles will present
music during worship in May:

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

MAY 7

MAY 21

Chancel Choir

Adult Bells

MAY 14

MAY 28

Junior Choir
Chancel Choir

Happy Ringers
Chimers
Jr. Bells
Chancel Choir

Registration Form
(One Per Child)

Child’s name: ____________________________________________ Child’s gender: ____________
Child’s age: _______ Date of birth: _______________ Last school grade completed:________
Name of parent(s):____________________________________________________________________
Street address: ______________________________________________________________________

JAM SESSION!
Bring your instruments to play with friends from
the church. ALL AGES AND ABILITIES. Bring
your guitars, drums, bass, harmonica, strings,
tuba, sitar…whatever! All instruments welcome.
May 25 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

City: _________________________________________ State: ________ ZIP:___________________
Home telephone: (_______) ____________________________________________________________
Parent/caregiver’s cellphone: (_______) ________________________________________________
Home email address: _________________________________________________________________
Home church: _______________________________________________________________________
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You Help Make A Difference At
Westminster!
Without the help of our volunteers, the
wonderful things that happen around
our church would not be possible.
To thank you, we would like to invite
you to an Appreciation Picnic!

Sunday, May 28, 2017
11:30 p.m.

Crew number or name (for church use only): __________________________________________
Allergies or other medical conditions: _________________________________________________
In case of emergency, contact:_______________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________________________________________________
Relationship to child: _________________________________________________________

Permission to photocopy this resource from Group’s Maker Fun Factory VBS granted for local church use.
Copyright © 2017 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO. group.com/vbs
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Esther Wakeman • Mission Co-Worker Serving in Thailand

HERITAGE SUNDAY
MAY 21, 2017

Every year, Presbyterians celebrate Heritage Sunday, a day to reflect upon and learn more about the long and
rich history of the Presbyterian church in America. Heritage Sunday always falls on the Sunday closest to May
21, the opening date of the first General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America
in 1789.

Isabella Graham & the Power of Faith
Isabella Marshall Graham (1742 - 1814) was an educator
and philanthropist who worked tirelessly to assist
women and orphans on both sides of the Atlantic. She
grew up in Lanarkshire, Scotland, was confirmed in the
Presbyterian Church by John Witherspoon, and followed
her husband, the military doctor John Graham, to the
New World — first to Canada, then Antigua. John died
of fever in 1774, a tragedy that shaped Isabella’s life.
Alone in a foreign land, penniless, pregnant, and with
three young children to care for, she made the arduous
crossing back to Scotland.
While leading a boarding school in Edinburgh, Isabella
dedicated herself to helping others survive misfortune.
She realized that if every poor person in her
neighborhood set aside a single penny each week, the
gathered funds could assist contributors during times of
special need. The idea spurred the organization of The Penny Society, later known as The Society for the
Relief of the Destitute Sick.
After the Revolutionary War, John Witherspoon encouraged Isabella to bring her gift for benevolence to the
infant United States. She again crossed the ocean in 1797, becoming the first director of New York’s Society
for the Relief of Poor Widows with Small Children, a group that helped families ravaged by yellow fever and
showed the way for future women-led charities.
Isabella went on to serve the Orphan Asylum Society and the Society for the Promotion of Industry amongst
the Poor. Her Christian faith formed the bedrock of her life and her legacy after death. The Power of Faith, a
biography with collected writings, tells the story of Isabella Graham’s boundless compassion.
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Dear Friends,
The co-chair of the missions committee of one of my
supporting churches wrote recently saying that her
Session had asked for a story of gratitude from one of
their missionaries, which she would then share at the
annual congregational meeting. The theme for the
meeting was “Gratitude,” or Gratitude for God’s work
in the lives of his people. Here is what I wrote –
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I met Gwaan his first year at Payap in the men’s dorm. He knew who I was and in a friendly manner approached me
and asked, “You’re a Christian, right? And a psychologist?” “Yes,” I said. “Can we talk?” he asked. “I’m a Christian
and here at Payap to study psychology, but I’m afraid I might lose my faith in college.” We met a few days later, and
as we talked we discovered he was harboring some significant hurt from disappointment with Christian leaders in
his life. As we brought this hurt to Jesus in prayer, Gwaan felt he should begin to try to forgive from his heart, and
started the forgiveness process. I was grateful that he was humble and open to receiving this help from the Lord. I
felt that the risk to his faith in college was not from studying psychology, but from harboring hurt in his heart that
could eventually lead him away from following Jesus and lead him toward bitterness and judgement.
During the next couple years Gwaan participated in student leadership, but found it quite a struggle. I was
privileged to provide some support during those struggles, and Gwaan learned more about his limits and his gifts.
During his final year at Payap he did an internship at the Blind School of Chiang Mai providing Life Skills training
and guidance counseling. He was the first “counselor” that the school ever had. He met and encouraged the
Christian students at the school as he was the only Christian on staff. They even stared a Bible study/prayer group.
Toward the end of his internship, he submitted a proposal to the school that they establish a position for a
counselor, and let them know he would love to have the position. He was hired and has served now for a full
school year (May-March). He was interviewed recently on a local TV station because he is the first counselor in a
blind school in Thailand. He is blazing a trail of service for young people with sight disabilities in keeping with
Payap’s motto, Truth and Service.
When I caught up with Gwaan last week he told me with great excitement that he has started a “Life Club” with
several college students and recent graduates who are interested in working with him on a Life Skills training team,
to take his message of hope and understanding to schools and other groups. Most of his new team are fellow
believers, and this is a way he can mentor and encourage them in the walks with Jesus. A couple other young men
who are not yet followers of Jesus are interested in being part of the club, too — Gwaan would love to have them
join in, so they might have the opportunity to come to know Jesus.
I’m grateful for the opportunity to meet and encourage young people like Gwaan. He is making a difference with a
group of people who tend to receive pity from society more than empowering. Gwaan loves working with them,
providing emotional and spiritual nurture, and is using his position as a springboard for wider social impact as well.
Thank you for participating in ministry with us here at Payap University through your prayers and gifts. Please
continue to pray for us as we are facing stiff challenges in recruiting students; we need to develop other funding
beside tuition so that we can continue to provide a quality and caring educational environment.

