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THE WESTMINSTER  LOG
Members and Friends of Westminster Presbyterian,  

The last few weeks have been a whirlwind. The fond 
farewells, the “loose ends,” and the boxes and boxes of 
files and books that surround me help to remind me that 
we are taking the “next step” in our life’s journey, a step 
that leads us away from the friends and church family we 
have held dear these last years, and to new adventures in 
a new place. We are so very grateful for the love that has 
been expressed to us in our leaving, and appreciate your 
graciousness and care. The “next steps” for Westminster 
are underway, too.  The Session has formed a transition 
team to help with matters around the church, and an 
Interim Search Committee is beginning its work to seek 
out the right transitional leadership for this congregation; 
God willing, you will all soon enjoy the fruits of their 
labor. 

Something that is important to remember is that the 
Session and I have both agreed to the presbytery’s 
“covenant of dissolution,” an outline of the “next steps” 
in my relationship to Westminster.  The long and the short 
of it is this: we can absolutely be friends, but we must 
also remember that I am no longer your pastor.    

Westminster will soon find new leadership, and I am so 
excited to see what God has in store for you. Even as I 
answer God’s call to leadership in another congregation, 
it might be appropriate for each of us to remember that 
leadership means service. It means putting your heart 
into your work so that others might grow. Jesus balances 
conviction with compassion and models for us, in his 
ministry, the love and justice that mark a life lived for 
God.   

As we seek to be – and as we seek – leaders for our Lord, 
we are reminded of how God turns possibility into reality 
when we trust in Him and set our sights on living out the 
life that we are called to.  May we remember, too, that 
though we look to heaven for leading… we look beside 
us to our brothers and sisters in Christ, so that we might 
bear one another up as we seek to live as the people of 
God. May God go with us as we take our next steps. 

In service of Christ Jesus,  
and gratefully yours, 

Pastor Matt

By, Heather Heidtman 

Advent season is now upon us. It marks the time in 
our Church calendar of anticipation and preparation. 
We’re expectant, hopeful, and excited for the coming 
of Christ and all the joy and celebration this time of 
year brings.  It would easy, at this time of year, as we 
wait for Jesus’ arrival, to find similarities to the 
process we will soon embark upon: calling and 
waiting for the arrival of our new Head Pastor. But I’m 
assuming that the joyous feelings many of us have for 
the upcoming Christmas season are much different 
than the emotions we are grappling with as we think 
about Westminster’s future without Pastor Matt and 
his family. It’s too soon, and there is too much of the 
unknown to feel excited and hopeful. Sad, anxious, 
uncertain, are words that seem more appropriate to 
describe our feelings at this moment.      

When we dissolved Pastor Matt’s call with us, we 
ended our pastoral relationship with him. As with any 
relationship that comes to an end, it would be foolish 
and impulsive to jump into a new one too quickly. 
There must be time to grieve, to figure out who we 
are as a congregation, and most importantly, to 
discern what God wants us to do, and who he wants 
us to be. So while the question, I’m guessing, on 
everyone’s mind is “when will be get our new pastor,” 
the not so easy answer is, “this will take some time”.   

We will have a period (hopefully for only a few 
months or so), without a head Pastor or an Interim 
Pastor. During this time, Pastor Linda, Chris Elzinga, 
Phil Reagh and I have been charged with leading 
various aspects of the Church.  We have an amazing 
staff and a very capable Session to work with us 
during this early part of the transition. 

continued on page 8
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Sunday Monday Tuesday

2 3 4

9 10 11

16 17 18

23/30 24/31 25

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

5 6 7 8

12 13 14 15

19 20 21 22

26 27 28 29

6:00 p.m.  PW Green Tree 
6:00 p.m. Finance Meeting 
6:30 p.m. Small Group: 

Askers & Seekers 
7:00 p.m. Family & 

Fellowship 
7:00 p.m. Stewardship

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. Advent Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time in the Hall 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Time 

10:00 a.m. Hearts & Hands 
12:00 p.m. Bay ISD 
12:00 p.m. Seasons of 

Grace 
4:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 
6:00 p.m. Personnel 
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

5:00 p.m. Wednesdays @ 
Westminster 

6:00 p.m. Property 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
7:00 p.m. Mission

8:30 a.m. TOPS 
12:00 p.m. Bay ISD 
3:30 p.m. Women of 

Westminster Board 
4:00 p.m. My Tempo 

Music Therapy 
5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. Advent Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time in the Hall 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Time 
12:00 p.m. High School Fellowship 

10:00 a.m. Hearts & Hands 
12:00 p.m. Bay ISD 
1:00 p.m. Lions Sight & 

Hearing 
6:00 p.m. Spiritual Growth 
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

5:00 p.m. Wednesdays @ 
Westminster 

5:45 p.m. Bay City 
Fireworks  

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
8:00 p.m. Worship Com. 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
9:15 a.m. Advent Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time in the Hall 
10:30 a.m. Children’s Christmas Program 
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Time 

10:00 a.m. Hearts & Hands 
12:00 p.m. Bay ISD 
7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts 

December

Merry Christmas 

Happy Birthday to… 

JoAnne Deuscher, JeAnne Hebner,  
Emily Butts, Joyce Hunt, George Greene,  

Joy Thompson, Ronald Deuscher,  
Jerry Bechtel, Arthur Oettmeier,  

and Lois MacPhail,  

8:30 a.m. TOPS 
12:00 p.m. Bay ISD 
1:00 p.m. Esther Circle 
5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 

*Birthdays listed are for our 75+ Members

4:00 p.m. Disability 
Network 

7:00 p.m. Deacon Meeting 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School (Pajamas and 
Poptarts on 12/30) 

9:15 a.m. Advent Bible Study 
9:30 a.m. Fellowship Time in the Hall 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service  
11:45 a.m. Fellowship Time 

Christmas Eve  
Worship Services  

7:00 p.m. 
11:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. Wednesdays @ 
Westminster 

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 

8:30 a.m. TOPS 

8:30 a.m. TOPS 
12:00 p.m. Bay ISD 
1:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
4:00 p.m. My Tempo 
5:00 p.m. Food of Faith 
7:00 p.m. Christmas 

Concert 

Join us for The Not-So-Silent Night 
Children’s Christmas Pageant!
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BOOK CORNER 

Book review by  
Rev. Linda Williams 

Kneeling in Bethlehem 
(written by Ann Weems who 
is known as the “Presbyterian 
poet Laureate”) is a beautiful 
and moving collection of 
poems for Advent, Christmas 

and the new year that help shake us from our 
familiarity with the Christmas narrative. 

The book is a collection of nearly all poems. In her 
poem “Angel-Filled Advent” she speculates about 
how wonderful it would be if Advent was filled with 
angels and alleluias, promising peace on earth.  
What if we could take those angels shopping or sit 
next to them in our church pews together singing 
hark-the-herald. But in lieu of that, perhaps we can 
give thanks for the good earthly joys we have been 
given and for the “earthly angels” we know who do 
such a good job of filling our Advent with alleluias! 

Later she reflects on “The Christmas Spirit” that is 
hope which tenaciously clings to the hearts of the 
faithful in the face of any Herold we might face, 
knowing that with God all things still are possible 
that even now unto us a Child is born! 

Although some have said that at times her writings 
are “uneven”,  through the years I have found them 
meaningful in my personal devotions during Advent 
and Christmas and have at times used them in 
leading worship. 

Three of Ann Weems’ most well known books are 
Kneeling in Bethlehem, Kneeling in Jerusalem, and 
Psalms of Lament.  She writes from her own personal 
experiences of faith, questions, and grief (her son 
was murdered at age 21).  Weems was born in 1934 
in Nashville, TN, the daughter of a Presbyterian 
minister.  Later she married Presbyterian minister 
Rev. Dr. Donald Weems.   

Mrs. Weems died two years ago at the age of 81.  A 
good friend noted that “she was an inspired poet and 
true friend.  Her gracious ways with words endowed 
her with that rare and magical ability to speak 
directly and movingly to the average Presbyterian…
enriching the daily life of the faithful believer.” 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
LESSONS & CAROLS 
7:00 & 11:00 P.M.

continued from front page 

Your next question may be, “what can I do?”   
Almost immediately after Pastor Matt announced 
that he had accepted a new call, staff members have 
been inundated with requests to help out.  First of 
all, thank you!  I’m not surprised by this; this 
wonderful “we’ll get through this together” spirit that 
has fallen over Westminster these last few weeks.  I 
know that has eased my mind, as well as the minds 
of Linda, Judy, Harold and Nikelle.   

Continue to pray for our congregation as we come 
together during this time of transition.  Send up 
prayers for our Session, as they take on more 
leadership duties here at Westminster.  Pray for our 
Presbytery, which will partner with us and guide us 
throughout this entire process.  Pray for Matt, Dana, 
Lydia, Natalie and Evie as they settle into their new 
Church home.  In addition to your prayers, think 
about those questions I mentioned, who we are as a 
congregation and where you think God is leading 
us.   

I know our emotions are conflicting right now.  I 
think it’s all right to be sad, but maybe a little 
excited, to feel uncertain and anxious, but mixed 
with some feelings of hope.  Remember that no 
matter how you are feeling, God is walking with us 
on this long journey.  He does have a plan for this 
strong, capable, loving, energetic congregation.  
With all of us walking and working together, there 
isn’t a doubt in my mind that we will emerge from 
this transition period, even stronger and more 
committed in our faith to serve God and one 
another.  Great things are on the horizon for 
Westminster!   

Wishing you all peace during this Christmas Season!   
       

Heather Heidtman 
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Notes from the Treasurer 

• Envelopes for 2019 will be set out in the main 
hallway during the first or second week of 
December. If you do not see a box of envelopes 
with your name, but would like a set, please let 
me know. 

• Contributions that you would like credited for 
2018 MUST reach me or be postmarked by 
December 31, 2018. Anything I receive or 
postmarked after December 31, regardless of the 
date on your check or envelope, will be credited 
to 2019. 

• Year-end statements will be mailed or emailed out 
around the second week of January. Look over 
your statement carefully. If I’ve made an error, 
please let me know immediately, so I can make 
the correction and begin closing the books on 
2018. 

• Heading to a warmer climate this winter? Have 
you moved recently? Obtained a new email 
address? Please call the Church office to let us 
know of these changes so your statement and 
other Church correspondence reaches you. 

• Per capita for 2019 is $28.77. This is per active, 
confirmed member. Please do not pay your 2019 
per capita until January 1 or after. If you have not 
paid your 2018 per capita ($26.94), you can still 
get that in this month. 

It is a pleasure to serve as your Church Treasurer. As 
always, if you have questions or concerns, do not 
hesitate to give me a call or send me an email. 

Heather Heidtman 
989-659-2641 

hheidtman@tds.net

Thank you everyone for your 
cards, and especially your 
p r a y e r s d u r i n g H o w i e ’s 
treatments. There are more 
treatments to come, but please 
know that your prayers and kind 
words mean the world to us. 

Howard & Colleen  
Schmidt

The 4th - 6th graders enjoyed a 
weekend retreat at  

SpringHill in Evart, Michigan 
November 9 - 10.

We would like to thank everyone for 
your cards, thoughts, and prayers 
during this challenging time. All of 
your support is greatly appreciated 
and immensely uplifting. 

Sandy & Randy Thibo

December 
Communion Servers 

Candy Green 
Donna Tetil 

Pam Monville 
Jack Gustafson 
Russ Marvin 

Chris Thurman 
Tiffany Frontjes 
Brian Graves 

John Hegenauer 
Joyce Hegenauer

ADVENT STUDY 2018 
Awaiting the Already:  

An Advent Journey  
Through the Gospels 

As Magrey DeVega writes in his 
introduction, “Advent studies don’t 
generally begin with a story about 
swimming in a sunny water park.  
But Advent is no ordinary 
season….”  He then tells the story 
of a Florida vacation he took with 
his family in which he used an old- 
fashioned camera (rather than his 
smart phone) to capture pictures 
and memories of his children as 
they cruised down water slides, 

floated on lazy rivers, and rafted 
along some rapids.  Since the 
pictures were on film, he had to 
wait until after the vacation to have 
the film developed. He anxiously 
anticipated seeing the pictures for 
the first time and re-living the 
memories. He then reflects on how 
in our culture we have steadily 
removed the need to wait. And in 
so doing we have also diminished 
those moments of richness and 
fullness that only comes with 
anticipation. 

So, in the four weeks of Advent, he 
invites us to:

Join us  
December 16 at 10:30 a.m. 
for a special presentation by 
our Sunday School children! 

Follow three young shepherds  
who joyfully shout God's praises  

after visiting Baby Jesus.  

How were they to know they were 
“disturbing the peace?”  

You'll join the young shepherds  
in a Bethlehem courtroom  
for a hilarious trial and a  

surprising verdict!

mailto:hheidtman@tds.net
mailto:hheidtman@tds.net
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AGING AND SPIRITUALITY 2018 
“KNOWLEDGE COMES, BUT WISDOM LINGERS“                                            

-ALFRED LORD TENNYSON 

Join us on Tuesday, December 4 at noon with a sack 
lunch in Fellowship Hall. 

Officer Sporman from Bay City’s Department of 
Public Safety will join us to give winter safety tips. 

Please give support to the Crisis Committee with this 
year’s Giving Tree Project. The Giving Tree helps 
provide a happy Christmas to families in the 
community who are having a difficult time making 
ends meet. Gift tags will be available on two 
Sundays: December 2 and December 9. 

Gift tags will be located on the Christmas tree in the 
Wenona Street lobby. Each tag provides age, gender, 
and suggested gift item. Please place all gifts in gift 
bags unwrapped, and attach the gift tag to the handle 
of the bag. Please return all gifts to the church no 
later than Sunday, 
December 16. 

Thank you for 
your continued 
and generous 
support of this 

project!

2018 Giving TreeSmall Group: 
Askers & Seekers 

Small Group: Askers & 
Seekers meets the second 

and fourth Monday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. 

In October, we began an 
eight-week video and book 
study called “Ask: Faith 

Questions in a Skeptical Age.” We began to address 
the hard questions that all of us face when 
considering faith, religion, and the church. 
Questions such as: 

1. Can One Religion Be True? 
2. Why Is There Suffering and Evil? 
3. How Can I Believe in Science and Creation? 
4. How Can I Believe in a God I Can’t Prove? 
5. Can I Trust the Old Testament? 
6. Are Marriage, Sex, and Family Life Religious 

Issues? 
7. Was Jesus’ Resurrection Real? 
8. Why Do Christians Disagree About So Many 

Things? 

We will spend the month of December on topic 3: 
How Can I Believe in Science and Creation? The 
first meeting of the month (Dec. 10) will include 
video and discussion. Part two — the second 
meeting of the month (TBA) — will include in-depth 
discussion of the book. You are welcome to attend 
both monthly classes, or only attend the class 
format that most appeals to you. 

Please see Pastor Linda or Jan Witucki  
with any questions.

Major Repairs Fund 
$19,332.00 

Operating Fund 
October Income: 

$30,548.68 
October Expense: 

$29,580.18 

Building Improvement Fund 
September Balance: 

$13,840.65 
October Income: 

$544.00 
October Expense: 

$341.45 
October Balance: 

$14,043.20 
Donate online at  
www.wpcbc.org

Treasurer’s  
Report  

It’s Beginning to Sound a  
Lot Like Christmas! 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20 

7:00 P.M. 

We are also looking for 
participants: 

Choirs, vocalists, 
instrumentalists… 

Anyone willing to share his or 
her  musical talents. 

If you would like to participate, 
please contact Wendy Wissner 

Tally at 989-284-8161 or 
wendywtally@msn.com. 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Thursday, December 6 at 3:30 p.m. 

Green Tree Celebration &  
WOW All-Member Meeting 

Monday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. 

All Westminster Women are invited to come for 
food, fun, entertainment, and the announcement 

of the 2018 Honoree!

ADVENT STUDY 2018 CONT. 

• “Slow Down, Pay Attention” through the 
Gospel of Mark; 

• see “The World as It Is” through the Gospel of 
Matthew;  

• experience “The Ultimate Advent Playlist” 
with the Gospel of Luke; and finally 

• experience the “The Light in the Darkness” 
through the Gospel of John. 

This isn’t a time, though, to spend pretending that 
Jesus has not yet been born; we know full well Jesus 
has. Maybe it is more like waiting for pictures to 
develop. When we journey to Bethlehem it’s not 
that we think Jesus has not been born, and it’s not 

just that we believe Jesus will come again. It is 
about opening a freshly developed set of 
photographs, and allowing the past and the future 
to amaze us again in the present. Advent is about a 
time of preparing for what Jesus’ birth might mean 
for us today. 

Come join us on Sunday morning at 9:15 a.m. 
in the small conference room as we journey to 
Bethlehem and eagerly anticipate opening the 
reading from the four Gospels in a new and fresh 
way. 

Any questions, please see Pastor Linda  
or call the church office.

mailto:wendywtally@msn.com
mailto:wendywtally@msn.com
http://www.wpcbc.org
http://www.wpcbc.org


Each month the Spiritual 
Growth Committee will share 
in the Log a few thoughts on 

the journey of grief that we all 
experience. We hope these 

brief thoughts will be of help 
and support to all. 

“You breathe but it is harder to 
do so, you walk but your 
body’s gravity has changed.” 

Christina Rasmussen 

As daylight wanes and the air 
turns crisp and cool, people 
who are grieving the death of a 
loved one usually dread the 
approaching holidays. In 
reality, though, holidays and 
significant days are peppered 
throughout the year, often 
catching grievers off guard. 
One man told me that last 
Halloween was a nightmare as 
his wife had been the decorator 
and the costume designer for 
their five children. As he 
attempted to greet trick-or-
treaters, he was suddenly 
overcome by memories of 
Halloweens past. Eventually he 
retreated indoors and turned off 
the porch light. 

National holidays such as 
Memorial Day and Veterans 
Day can trigger pangs of 
sadness among families whose 
loved ones were in the military. 
Flag flying parades and 
patriotic music can feel 
superfluous when honoring a 

loved one’s service to our 
country. There are the 
significant days only your 
family observes, the birthdays, 
anniversaries and graduations 
that will now be celebrated 
without a loved one. And there 
are the not-so-happy dates that 
are forever etched in memory. 
Was it only a year earlier that 
you and your loved one heard 
the words metastatic cancer? 

Suddenly the calendar feels like 
a dance through a field of 
landmines. What’s a griever to 
do? Here are a few ideas to 
help you on difficult days: 

Choose your focus - When 
we’re grieving, our 
expectations of holidays and 
special days can lead to 
unnecessary stress. 
Recognizing and accepting that 
a holiday or a significant day 
isn’t going to be the same as in 
the past shows compassion for 
yourself and others. When you 
choose what’s important to you 
rather than letting others 
choose for you, you give 

yourself a much better chance 
of moving through a difficult 
day with less stress. 

Respect your boundaries - As 
you choose your focus, 
consider also your boundaries. 
What can you do that feels safe 
and comfortable and what will 
cause worry and stress? For 
some people, it’s hard to eat, 
socialize, or even to find 
energy to participate in 
activities. Other grievers find 
that being with people, food, 
and activity either helps them 
handle their grief or enables 
them to briefly forget about it. 
Establishing healthy boundaries 
for yourself is an act of self-care 
that can keep you from 
intensifying the pain you feel 
and help you pace yourself as 
you find your “new normal.” 

Accept help - In the same way 
you choose your focus and 
establish boundaries, allow 
others to help you. You don’t 
need to do everything you’ve 
done in the past. Asking for and 
accepting help especially 
during a significant day is truly 
an act of kind, thoughtful self-
care. In fact, it is a gift to those 
that care about you and want 
to support you. 

Reprinted from Comfort for the 
Grieving Heart, St. Luke’s 
Hospice, Bethlehem, PA 

Reflections on the  
Journey Through Grief

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING4 REFLECTIONS 5

THE PERFECT GIFT 

In the lead up to Christmas, many 
of us spend time in search of the 
perfect gift — the gift that 
communicates to friends and 
family how much we know and 
love them. 

For those of us gathered together 
in Advent expectation, we know 
that the only perfect gift ever given 
was the one we received in Jesus 
Christ — a perfect gift from a 
gracious God. Although we 
cannot give the perfect gift, we 
can give generously, knowing, as 
the New Testament letter of James 
says, “every generous act of 
giving…is from above.” 

50% 
of your gifts make it possible for 

students to learn and grow in faith 
at Presbyterian-related schools 

and colleges equipping 
communities of color. 

50% 
of your gifts provide assistance for 
current and retired church workers 

and their families with critical 
financial needs.

Jesus was sent to lead his people, pointing to God through love 
and justice, peace and compassion, forgiveness and humility. 
We can never match Gods perfect gift in Jesus, but through the 
Christmas Joy Offering, we can testify to who we have known 
God to be. 

Our gifts reflect our generous God. Our gifts support leaders in 
our Church and world — past, present, and future. 

For some, these gifts have taken the form of Emergency 
Assistance Grants after the devastation of Hurricane Maria in 
Puerto Rico — active and retired pastors, as well as other 
church workers received assistance. For others, it was in the 
form of scholarships to Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color, allowing students to 
not only receive an excellent education, but to explore their 
faith intimately to become better leaders with values, ethics, 
and moral character. 

Please give generously. 

If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.

DECEMBER 23

PLEDGE CARDS 

A reminder that you can still turn in your 
pledge cards for 2019. 

Please place them in the offering plate 
on Sunday morning! 

If you need a pledge card, ask an usher 
during Sunday worship, or call Heather 
Heidtman at 989-659-2641.

WINGS OF PRAYER 

Westminster is fortunate to have a number of individuals who 
participate in a prayer chain. The purpose of Wings of Prayer is 
to support, through prayer, any person facing challenges such as 
health issues, family issues, job loss, etc. 

To place an individual on the prayer 
chain, contact Karen Mitchell at 
989-513-0843.


